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Likutay Torah English translation project: 

With Hashem’s help we would like to present this installment of 

Lessons in Likutay Torah. 

The original text of the maamarim with  נקודות and punctuation is presented 

side by side with a phrase by phrase translation and explanation. The translation 

of the text is in bold whereas the commentary is in regular font. The 

explanations of general concepts that are not directly relevant to understanding 

the flow of the maamar are in footnotes. 

All of the commentary of the Tzemach Tzedek printed with brackets in the 

original Likutay Torah have been moved to the Hebrew footnotes and left 

untranslated. 

The Goal 

The main purpose of this project is to enable the reader to learn the Likutay 

Torah in the original. By learning the words, structure, and concepts of the 

maamarim, eventually they should be able to learn it by themselves in the 

original. 

The Ma’amarim of LIKUTEI TORAH and TORAH OR are copyright by the 

Kehot Publication Society, a division of Merkos L’inyonei Chinuch Inc., and 

are reprinted here with special permission. To purchase the original visit 

www.Kehot.com. 

I would like to thank: Kehot for permission to use the text of the maamarim, 

the administrator of the לקוטי תורה מנוקד project for helping with the  נקודות 
and punctuation, to see any Maamar from Torah Or/Likutay Torah with  נקודות  
go to his website www.ChassidutBehirah.com,  and to R’ Baruch Katz for 

creating the website and the editing. 

Please Donate to Keep this Project Going 

Translating these maamarim takes many hours of work per week, and funding 

is needed to cover the expenses to make this possible. Please donate at our 

website www.LearnChassidus.com  

For comments and questions please email me at avraham.t.katz@gmail.com 
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3 LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH  

 הֹורָ תּ י ִלּקּוטֵ 
יל ְתחִּ מ   ו רָּה  ב  ָּד ִּ

ְהֶיין ָּיָּכ ִָּּ  1תִּ

ש  ָּ ר  צֵּא תפ   ֵּ ָּ ת  ו דָָָּּּלזףָּד   מ   'דע 

“The Battle of the Two Souls” 

In Parshas Ki Seitzei the Torah discusses the laws of going out to battle against 

the enemies of the Jewish People. One of the laws it discusses is regarding 

capturing enemies, including women. If a soldier desires to marry a captured 

enemy woman, the Torah describes the process he must follow: She is given 

thirty days to decide if she wants to convert to Judaism or not. If she decides to 

convert, then the soldier may marry her but cannot take her as a maidservant or 

sell her, he can only treat her as a regular wife. If she does not want to convert 

to Judaism then he must send her free and cannot keep her. 

The Torah says that if a soldier marries this captured woman who converted to 

Judaism only because he desired her appearance, then he will end up disliking 

her since his intentions from the beginning were improper. 

According to the strict law of the Torah a man may marry more than one wife, 

as we find that the Forefathers Avraham, and Yaakov both had more than one 

wife.2  

The Torah describes what happens if the person who married the converted 

captured woman decides to marry another wife. This second wife, who was a 

naturally born Jewess, he marries with the proper intentions and he therefore 

likes her. But he also is married to his first wife, the converted captured woman, 

whom he dislikes since he married her with improper intentions. 

Now, when his wife whom he dislikes gives birth to his first child, and shortly 

thereafter his second wife who he likes gives birth to his second child, he is 

 
ב  ָּרֶָּנֱאמ ָּ)1ָּ ש   ש  ָּתָּב ְ ר  צֵָּּתָּפ   ֵּ אָּלָּתקס"גֱאלו ָּא,ָּט'ָּת  ח  ו  ב   (.בב ְ

2Later on in history, after the completion of the Talmud, around one thousand 

years ago, the Rabbis decreed that a man should not marry more than one wife, 

and most of the Jewish People accepted that decree. 
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faced with a dilemma: He would rather give the birth-right of double portion 

of his inheritance to the first-born child of his second wife whom he likes. But 

the fact is that his first wife gave birth first. 

The Torah says that he is not allowed to give the birth-right to the first-born 

child of his second wife, since the child of his first wife has the halachic status 

of being his first child. We don’t take into consideration his personal feelings 

towards his two wives to determine the first-born status, rather, whichever wife 

gave birth first, her son has the first-born status in terms of inheritance. 

The Alter Rebbe will explain the deeper meaning of this story and its lesson, 

after discussing at length about the battle between the Divine soul and the 

animal soul: 

 Chapter 1 3(אָּ)

ָּ י ים"כ ִּ ִּ ָּנ ש  י ֵּ ת  ְ ָּש  יש  ְָּלאִּ ְהֶיין  תָָּּ,תִּ ח  א  ה 

ה א  נו  ָּש ְ ת ח  א  ְָּוה  ה ב  ֲָּאהו  ְוָיְלדּו לֹו ָבִנים ,
נּוָאה ְ ֹכרָּ ,ָהֲאהּוָבה ְוַהש ּ ב ְ ָּה  ן ב ֵּ ָּה  י ה ְוה 

ה יא  נִּ ְ ָּ.ל ש  

 

“When a man will have two wives, 

one he likes and one does not like, 

and they will both give birth to a son, 

both the wife that he likes and the 

wife that he does  not like, and it 

shall be that the first son will be 

born to the wife he does not like. 

ר ִיְהֶיה לֹו ֹלא  ֶ ָניו ֵאת ֲאש  יֹום ַהְנִחילֹו ֶאת ּבָ ְוָהָיה ּבְ
נּוָאה  יּוכַ  ְ ֵני ֶבן ַהש ּ ן ָהֲאהּוָבה ַעל ּפְ ר ֶאת ּבֶ ל ְלַבּכֵ

כֹר: ָָּּ ַהּבְ

It shall be, on the day that he 

apportions his inheritance to his 

sons, he is not allowed to give 

precedence to the first-born son of 

the wife he likes over the first-born 

son of the wife he does not like who 

was born earlier.  

ַנִים   ְ י ש  יר ָלֶתת לֹו ּפִ נּוָאה ַיּכִ ְ ן ַהש ּ כֹר ּבֶ י ֶאת ַהּבְ ּכִ
ט   ּפַ ְ ית ֹאנֹו לֹו ִמש  ִ י הּוא ֵראש  ֵצא לֹו ּכִ ר ִיּמָ ֶ כֹל ֲאש  ּבְ

כָֹרה: נו ָּכא,ָּטו("ַָָּּהּבְ תֵּ ש   ר   :)פ  

Rather, he must designate the first-

born son of the wife he does not like 

to give him a double portion of all of 

his possessions, since he is the ‘first 

of his strength’ and he has the law of 

 
אורָּהתורהָּדבריםָָָּּּ:חלוקתָָּּהפרקיםָּכאןָּהואָּעלָּפיָּהקיצוריםָּמאדמו"רָּהצמחָּצדקָּעלָּמאמרָּזה3ָָּּ

 כרךָּו'ָּב'שנז.ָּלהלןָּיבואוָּקיצוריםָּהנ"לָּבשוליָּהגליוןָּעלָּמקומם.
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being his first-born.” (Devarim 

21:15-17) 

י בִּ ֲאמ ָָּּןְלה  י ָּ"ָּרמ  ֹכר    הְוה  ן ַהּבְ ִניָאהַהּבֵ ְ  ",ַלש ּ

 

We need to understand the 

wording of the verse “and it shall 

be that the first son will be born to 

the wife he does not like.”  

The verse could have just said “if the wife he does not like gives birth first, he 

must give a double portion to her son”. Why does it say “and it shall be that the 

first son will be born to the wife he does not like,” implying that this is what 

should happen, that she should give birth first? What is the implication of 

saying that in this situation where he has two wives, one he likes and one he 

does not, the outcome should be that the wife he does not should give birth 

first? 

ֶָָָּּּאָּהו ָָָּּּ– הָּש   יָּמ  ִּ לָּפ  ָּע  ר  בָּה  ת  יםָָּּח ָּבָָּּכ   ָּלט ָּיָּוִָּּיִּ

ע ָּ ש   דו ש   ָָּּרָּב ְ ק ְ ְָּלכ ָָּּ:הה  י ֵּש  ֶ ָּדח ְָּוֶאָָּּדֶאח ָָּּלש 

אֵָּּ ר  ש ְ י ִּ ֵָָּּּלמִּ ת  ְ וָָֹּּיש  ש   ָּ,תְנפ 

The answer to this will be 

understand based on what Rabbi 

Chaim Vital4 wrote in Shaar 

Hakedusha, that every Jew has 

two souls,  

בָּ תו  כ   ֶ ְכמֹוָּש  ְעי הָּנז,ָּטז(ו  י ֹלא ְלעֹוָלם  " :)ְיש   ּכִ
ָפַני ַיֲעטֹוף י רּוַח ִמּלְ צֹוף ּכִ  ָאִריב ְוֹלא ָלֶנַצח ֶאּקְ

י" יתִּ ש ִּ יָּע  מֹותֲָּאנִּ ְנש   וָָֹּּ–ו  יָּןְלש  ב ִּ  ם.ר 

as it its written (Yeshaya 57:16): 

“For I [Hashem] will not fight [with 

a man] forever, and I will not be 

angry at him forever, if his spirit 

which is before me will become 

humbled, and his souls that I have 

made [will become humbled].” 

Since the verse is talking about a 

single person and still say about him 

that Hashem has made his “souls” in 

the plural form, this shows that 

each Jewish Person was made with 

two souls. 

 
4 The main student of the Arizal, Rabbi Yitzchok Luria, and the trancriber of his 

teachings in the written form in his works entitled Eitz Chayim, Pri Eitz Chayim, 

and the “Shemona Shaarim-Eight Gates”, one of these “gates” being “Shaar 

Hakedusha-the Gate of Holiness”. 
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ח ָּ ָּא  ָָּּתֶנֶפש  ְקר  ָָּּאנִּ יֶָּנֶפש  נִּ ו  י  חִּ ָּתה 

י ֲהמִּ ב   ֶָָּּת,ְוה  ש  ב ֶ ְמלו  ָָּּתו  ד  ָָּּםב ְ ד  א  ָּםה 

ֲחיוָֹּ ו ָָּּתְלה  ג  נִּ ָּף,ה  ֶ מֹו ש  ָמקֹום ַאֵחרּכְ ֵאר ּבְ  ,ְתּבָ

One soul is called the life-giving 

soul and the animalistic soul.   This 

level becomes invested in the 

person’s blood to give life to his 

body. 

יָּ ל ָָּּאְוהִּ ְ ְלש  ת   ְ ש  קוָָֹּּהנִּ מ   ָּע ָּג  ָָּּםמִּ ָָּּלבֹוה   ָּיְידֵּ

י עִּ יָּםֶאְמצ  ב ִּ יָּם,ר  רִּ לוָָֹּּםְוֶדֶרְךָּש   ז   מ   ת.ו 

It descended spiritually from a 

lofty spiritual level through many 

intermediaries, and through the 

angels referred to as ‘officers’ and 

the level referred to as ‘mazalos’. 

ָּ ר  ֲאמ  מ  ''ָּםכ ְ י"ָּ:5לז  ש ֶָָּּןאֵּ ָּעֵּ ָָּּבְלך  המִּ ט   ְָּלמ 

י אֵּ ֶ ז  ָָּּןש  ָּמ  ְעל ָָּּללֹו ְלמ  כ ֶָָּּה,מִּ מ   ֶ ֹוָָּּהש  ב 

ָָּּ:לוָָֹּּרְָּואֹומֵָּּ ד   !"לג ְ

As our Sages say (Zohar I:251a): 

“There is nothing in this world, 

even a blade of grass, that does not 

have a ‘mazal’ above it, that 

‘strikes’ it and tells it to grow.” 

ִדיָנה   " ְרֶאה ַבּמְ ט ָוֶצֶדק ּתִ ּפָ ְ ק ָרש  ְוֵגֶזל ִמש  ֶ ִאם עֹש 
ְתַמּה ַעל ַהֵחֶפץ בָּ,ַאל ּתִ ָּג  י בוָֹּכ ִּ ָּג   ל ע  ָּמֵּ ָּה  ָּוָֹּה  

ֵֹמר ְגבָּ,ָּש  יֶהםוָֹּו  יםֲָּעלֵּ   ."ָּ)ֹקֶהֶלתָּה,ָּז(.הִּ

Like it is written (Koheles 5:7): “If 

you see the poor being treated 

unjustly, and theft from those who 

follow law and order in the country, 

do not question how Hashem could 

want to allow this, since there are 

levels upon levels of guarding 

angels, and they are appointed 

over punishing them.”  

The mazalos are a spiritual level directly above the physical reality, who 

receive their spiritual identity and life-force from the angels (called ‘officers’) 

which are a higher spiritual level. 

In order for the animal soul of a person to descend from the level of angels into 

a physical body it must go through many stages and processes that remove its 

purely spiritual identity and lower it to a level where it can give life to a 

physical body with physical desires. 

Among these levels it goes through are two levels, one called “officers”, who 

are ministering angels appointed over the nations. Another level is called 

 
יָּ)5ָּ ִּ אש  רֵּ ב  ָּתָּב ְ ש  ָּהָּר  ר  ֶלקָּארָֹּזה ָּהָּי,ָּו.ָּפ   מ  ָּא,ָּא,ָּרנָּחֵּ ְבכ  ָּ.(תְמקֹומוָֹּהָּו 
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“ ז  לוָֹּ תמ  -mazalos” which comes from the word ָּל  flowing, since it is the-נֹוזֵּ

spiritual level directly “above” physicality that “flows” into the physical world 

and gives life to the physical creatures, from plants to people. The level of 

“mazalos” is just an intermediary level between angels and the physical world 

and receives its life-force from the angels and gives that over to the physical 

creatures.  

The reason the mazal has to “strike” the creature is because for the spiritual life 

it receives from the angels to become physical life it needs to “force” it to 

descend to an incomparably lower level. 

ָָּּלְוע ָּ ק ָָּּיְידֵּ יחו  אוָָֹּּה ָּרִּ ָּ,'הָּרָּמֵּ

ת  ָּ ְ ש  הִּ לו ָּב ְ ְ ג ָָּּתְלש  ְדרֵּ מ   ג ָָּּהמִּ ְדרֵּ ָּהְלמ 

יל  ָּ עִּ מֵּ לו ָָּּהו  יָּל,ְלע  רִּ ֵּ ֶהְסת  יםָָּּםב ְ ְמצו מִּ ְוצִּ

י ב ִּ ש  ָָּּדע ָָּּם,ר  ְתל ב ְ נ ִּ ֶ גו ָָּּהש  ָָּּףב ְ ד  א  ָּםה 

ש  ָּ ָּ־רָּב   ד   ,םו 

 

Through the animal soul becoming 

distant from the Light of Hashem 

through this process of spiritual 

descent, and through many levels 

which conceal Hashem’s revelation 

and constrict the animal soul’s 

awareness of Hashem, until it 

descended to a level where it could 

become invested in the physical 

body of a person. 

יָָּּןל כֵָּּ לו ל ָָּּאהִּ וָָֹּּהכ ְ ט  ָָּּבמִּ ר  נ  ָָּּ,עָּו  ֶ מ  מִּ ָּהו 

אוָֹּ ָָּּתב   ד  וָָֹּּםְלא  ד  עוָָֹּּתמִּ סֹודוָָֹּּת,ר  י ְ ָּתמִּ

י עִּ ר  ָָּּםה  ה  ב   ֶ ָָּּ.ש 

Because of its great descent, it is 

therefore comprised of both good 

and bad, and all the negative 

character traits in the person come 

from its four “bad elements”6.  

כְֶָּוג ָּ ָּש ֵּ ָָּּלם ִּ לו ל ָָּּלכ  ָָּּיכ ִָּּ ,יֱאנֹוש  ָּכ ְ ָּהֶנֶפש 

'' ב   ח  וָָֹּּדמֵּ ד  מִּ  ָּת,ו 

Also, the natural human intellect 

comes from it, since every soul of a 

person (whether of the animal soul 

or the Divine soul) has both intellect 

and emotions.  

The human natural intellect that figures out how to attain its physical needs and 

desires also is part of the animal just like the physical desires are from the 

animal soul. 

 
6 The four “bad elements” of the animal soul are: 1- water- desire for pleasure, 

since pleasurable things grow from water, 2- fire- anger and pride, 3- air- idle 

chatter and gossip, 4- earth- laziness and depression. 
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ָּי כוָֹּ ה  ד   צ ִּ מִּ ָָּּלו  ד  א  ְהיוָָֹּּםה  ָָּּתלִּ עֹוְברֵּ ָּימֵּ

סָּ לֹום־ְרצֹונֹוָּח  ָּ,ְוש  

It is only from the animal soul’s 

perspective that a person is able to 

go against Hashem’s Will G-d 

forbid, 

תו ב כ   ֶ ָּש  מֹו ָּא(ָּכ ְ ָּה, א ְקר  י ִּ יָָּּ:)ו  ָּכ ִּ "ְוֶנֶפש 

א"  ָּ,ֶתֱחט 

Like it is written (Vayikra 5:1): 

“When a nefesh-soul will sin”, 

meaning that only from the level of 

“nefesh”- which is a reference to the 

nefesh habahamis/animal soul- can a 

person come to sin. 

ֲחמ ָָּּיכ ִָּּ ו ָָּּתמֵּ יב  יָּירִּ רִּ ֵּ ֶהְסת  יםָּה  ְמצו מִּ ָּםְוצִּ

ְמָּ יה  ִּ ס  יָּםכ  ימִּ ֲעלִּ מ  ין־סֹוףָָּּראוָָֹּּםו  אֵּ

ְך־הו א רו  ְראֶָָּּ,ב   ָּל ָָּּהנִּ ד  הו ָָּּםא  ֶ ָָּּאָּש  יֵּש 

ב ָּ ְפנֵָָּּּרְָּוד  ְצמֹו.ָּיב ִּ 7ָּע 

Because of the many levels of 

concealment and constriction that 

cover over and block out 

Hashem’s Infinite Light, that is 

why the person sees himself as 

having his own independent 

existence separate from Hashem. 

 

ָּ)ב( Chapter 2 

י נִּ ֵּ ש   ָּה  אֵָָּּּתְוֶנֶפש  ר  ש ְ יִּ ָָּּלב ְ ְקר  ָָּּאָּנִּ ־ֶנֶפש 

י ל"ָָּּת,ֱאלֹהִּ ע  מ   ָּמִּ ֶלקֱָּאלֹוה   ֹובָּלא,ָּב(ָּ"חֵּ י   ,)אִּ

However, the second soul in every 

Jew is called “the Divine soul”, 

which is “a portion of Divinity 

from on High” (Iyov 31:2). 

יָּ א ָָּּאְָּוהִּ ב   ָָּּהה  ד  לִָָּּּםל א  יָּיב ְ עִּ ל ָָּּםֶאְמצ  ָּל.כ ְ

ב תו  כ   ֶ ָּש  מֹו י"ָּ:כ ְ ֱאלֹהִּ ש  ָָּּםְוה  ָּתֶאָָּּהע 

ָּ ד  א  ֹקֶהלֶ ָּר"י ש  ָָּּםה   .( 8'זסֹוף ִסיָמן  ת)ּבְ

This soul comes to the person not 

through any intermediaries at all, 

as it is written (Koheles 7:29): 

“And Hashem has made adam-

man directly”. 

 
הבןָּהבכורָּלהביןָּמאמרָּוהי'ָּנפשָּהחיוני'ָּנשתלשלהָּממקוםָָּּי'הוָּ:אקיצורָּמהצ"צָּ)נסמןָּלעיל(:7ָָּּ

כיָּפי'ָּאמצעי'ָּהיינוָּשאינןָּאלקותָּרקָָּּ"ר,וע"יָּריחוקהָּכלולהָּמטוָּ(ע'ָּבשלח)גבוהָּע"יָּאמצעיםָּרביםָּ

ָָּּ.חשמלָּוק"נ
הם:ְָּוש  ָּ)8ָּ ש   ֱאלָָֹּּ"ע  ָּה  םֶָּאתָּיםקִּ ד  א  רָּה   .("י ש  
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Meaning, that the Divine soul- referred to as adam-man- was made directly by 

Hashem without anything in between Him and us changing the Divine nature 

of this soul. 

ָּ ְכמֹו יו  אֹוְמרִּ ֶ ת  ָּ"ָּ:9םש  ָּב ִָָּּּהְוא  ה  ְחת   ָּי",ְנפ 

ת  ָּ" לִָָּּּה"ְוא  ָּב ְ ש  מ   יָּימ  עִּ צ   חָָּּם,ְממו  פ   י ִּ "ו 

ים י ִּ תָּח  מ  ְ ש  יוָּנִּ פ   א  יתָּב,ָּז(ָּ"'ְוגוֹ  ב ְ ִּ אש  רֵּ  ָּ.)ב ְ

And like we say in the daily 

Morning Blessings: “And You 

(Hashem) blew this soul into me,” 

meaning “You (Hashem)” literally 

blew this soul into me directly 

without any intermediary levels, 

like it says (Breishis 2:7): “And He 

(Hashem) blew into his (man’s) 

nostrils a living soul.” 

ְמש  ָּ ָָָּּּלֶהבֶָָָּּּלכ ִּ ד  א  ֹוצֵָָָּּּּ–ָָּּםה  י  ֶ נו ָָָּּּאש  ֶ מ  ףָָָּּּ,מִּ ְוא 

יָּ ןָּהִּ יָּכֵּ ִּ לָּפ  ֶחֶדָָּּאע  לִָָּּּתְמיו  ֹוָּב ְ מ  ָּק,ֶהְפסֵָָּּּיעִּ

יָּיכ ִָּּ ָָּּןאֵּ ו ְָּלך  ב  חו ָָּּרָּד ִּ ֶ נו ָָּּץש  ֶ מ  מֹוָָּּ,מִּ כ ְ

נ ִָּּ ֶ רָּב ְָּש  אֵּ ים"ְתב   ינֹונִּ לָּב ֵּ ֶ ֶפרָּש   .10"סֵּ

Meaning, just like a person’s 

breath is united with the person 

when its inside of him, so too is 

Hashem’s breath constantly still 

united with Him even after He 

blows it into us, since there is 

nothing outside of Hashem, as it is 

explained in Tanya, which is called 

“Sefer Shel Beinonim” (chapter 

21); therefore Hashem’s ‘breath’ is 

always united with Him still it never 

really left Hashem except from our 

perspective. 

יָּןל כֵָּּ מִּ יָָּּדת   ֶחֶדָָּּאהִּ אֲָָּּתְמיו  מ  יל ָּב ְ ָּהצִּ

י ְכלִּ ת  חו ָָּּתב ְ י ִּ ָּלָָֹּּד,ה  ה  ד   צ ִּ מִּ י הָָּּאו  ה 

ו ָּ י  רִּ ֶאְפש   ָָָּּּתב ְ ד  א  ֲחטוָָָֹּּּםה  ל ָָָּּּאָּל  ְהיוָָָֹּּּלכ ְ ָּתְולִּ

ָּ עֹוְברֵּ ָָּּ,ְרצֹונוָָֹּּימֵּ ֲחרֵּ יָָּּיא  הִּ ֶ ֶחֶדָָּּאש  ָּתְמיו 

י מִּ אֲָָּּדת   מ  יל ָּב ְ ָּצִּ  .ה 

Therefore, the Divine soul 

(Hashem’s breath) is constantly 

united with its source who is 

Hashem in total unity, and from its 

perspective there is no possibility 

at all for the person to sin and go 

against Hashem’s Will, since it is 

 
ְרכ  9ָָּּ מ ָּיֱָּאלֹק ָּתָּ")ב ִּ ָּ.(ה"ְנש  

ֶרָּ)10ָּ ֶ ךְָּ"קָּכא:ָּפ  רו  ָּב   דֹוש  ק   יָּהו א־ה  רוָֹּןָּאֵּ ו  ב  ָָּּד ִּ ְבד   ו ָּלָּמו  נ  ֶ מ  ךְָָּּמִּ רֵּ ְתב   לֹוםָּיִּ סְָּוש   יָּיָּכ ִָָּּּ,ח  ר ןָּאֵּ בָּ ו ָּץָּחו ָָּּד ָּ נ  ֶ מ  ָּ,מִּ

יָּ נו ָּרֲָּאת ָּתְָּולֵּ יהיָּפ   ינֵּ כֵָָּּּ,מִּ יָּןְָּול  ו רוָֹּןָּאֵּ ב  ךְָָּּד ִּ רֵּ ְתב   ינו ָָּּיִּ רֵּ ו  ב  דִּ לֹוםָּכ ְ סְָּוש   ָּ(."ח 
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constantly united with its Divine 

source. 

ָָּּתזו ל ָּ ֶֶפש  נ  ה  ֶ ָּ־ש  ֲהמִּ ב   ה ָָּּתיה  ָּאֹות  יש  ְלב ִּ ָּ,מ 

ֶָּ ס  ְמכ  יָָּּהו  ְעלִּ מ  יָּםו  ב ִּ ה  אוָָֹּּטמֵּ ין־סֹוףָָּּרָּב ְ אֵּ

ךְָּ רו  בֹוא ָָּּ,הו א־ב   מ ְ ו טֵָּּ"ב ְָָּּרכ   ק  ָּילִּ

י רִּ  11ם".ֲאמ 

It is only that the animal soul 

clothes it and covers and conceals 

it from seeing Hashem’s Infinite 

Light, as is explained in Tanya, 

which is called “Likutei Amarim” 

(chapter 29).  

ֵָּּ ת  ְ וָָֹּּי)ו ש  ש  ָָּּתְנפ  ְקר  ָּנִּ ו  ל  תו ָָּּאָּאֵּ כ   ָּבב  

ָּכו( ָּא, ית ִּ אש  רֵּ ָּ)ב ְ ה ": ָָּאָדםַוּיֹאֶמר ֱאֹלִהים ַנֲעש ֶ
נו ָּ ְלמֵּ צ  ָָּּ,ב ְ ֶֶפש  נ  ה  ֶ ָּש  " נו  תֵּ ְדמו  י־כ ִּ ֱאלֹהִּ ָּתה 

יָּ ָָּּאהִּ ינ ת חִּ יָּם",ֶצלֶָּ"ב ְ נִּ ו  י  חִּ יָָּּתְוה  ָּאהִּ

ינ תָּ חִּ מו ָּ"ב ְ 12ָּ.(ת"ד ְ

(These two souls are referred to in 

the verse (Bereishis 1:26): “Hashem 

said (to the angels), let us make man 

ֵמנו   ַצלְּ מו ֵתנו   ,’in ‘our form-ב ְּ דְּ -כ ִּ

with a ‘similarity to us’,” meaning 

that the Divine soul is referred to 

by the phrase ‘ םֶצלֶ  -form’, the 

Divine soul’s ‘form’ i.e. essence is 

Divine and directly connected to 

Hashem, and the life-giving animal 

soul by the phrase ‘ מו   תד ְּ -

similarity’, since there is only an 

external similarity between it and the 

angels it derives from, but is very far 

removed from its source in holiness.) 

 

ָּ)ג( Chapter 3 

ֵָּּ נ  ָָּּהְוהִּ יד  ָָּּתְירִּ י־ֶנֶפש  עֹול ָָּּתֱאלֹהִּ ָּםב  

ְית ָּ ָָּּהה  ְכדֵּ יָּיב ִּ נִּ ו  י  חִּ ָּה  ֶֶפש  נ  ָּב   ש  ְתל ב ֵּ ת־ְלהִּ

י ֲהמִּ ב   ל  חֵָָּּּת,ה  ה ָָּּםו ְלהִּ ת   ָָּּ,אִּ ה  ְרר  ָּ,ו ְלב 

י ְפרִּ וָָֹּּדְלה  ט  ָָּּבה  ָָּּןמִּ ר  ָָּּע,ה  ה  ֲעלֹות  ו ְלה 

Now, the descent of the Divine soul 

into this world was in order to 

become invested in the life-giving 

animal soul, and to fight with it, 

and refine it, to thereby separate 

the good from the bad of the animal 

 

 
תָּהיאָּהבאהָּלאדםָּבליָּאמצעיםָּויפחָּכו'ָּומצידהָּלאָּיָּנפשָּהאלהוָָּּ:בקיצורָּמהצ"צָּ)נסמןָּלעיל(:12ָָָָּּּּ

 .האדםָּיכולָּלחטואָּזולתָּשהנה"בָּמלבישהָּבצלמנוָּכדמותנוָּ'היָּ
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כ ָָּּ,'הל ָּ ְ פ  ֹוכ ָָּּאְָּלה  ָָּּאֲָּחש  ְנהֹור   soul and elevate the good to ָּ.ְוכּו' 13אלִּ

Hashem, this process is called “to 

transform darkness into light.” 

ָָּּןל כֵָּּ ְקר  ֵָָּּּאָּנִּ ש  אֵָּּ"ָּםב ְ ר  ש ְ בָָּּל",יִּ תו  כ   ֶ מֹוָּש  כ ְ

ל ָּ ְ ש  י ִּ ָּכט(ָּח)ו  ָּלב, ּיֹאֶמר ֹלא ַיֲעֹקב ֵיָאֵמר וַ ָּ":
ָרֵאל י ִאם ִיש ְ ְמָך ּכִ ִ םָָּּעֹוד ש  ָּעִּ ית  רִּ ָּש   י כ ִּ

ל" כ  ו  ת  יםָּו  ִּ םֲָּאנ ש  יםְָּועִּ  –ֱאלֹהִּ

It is for this reason that we are 

called “ ֵא  רָּ ש ְּ ליִּ -Yisrael”, since the 

word ֵָּּא ר  ש ְ לָּיִּ  comes from the word 

ר  ruler, as it is written (Bereishis-ש  

32:29): “And He (Hashem) said (to 

Yaakov our forefather), your name 

will no longer only be called  “י ֲעֹקב-

Yaakov” (which means ‘winning 

through deception’)), but also 

ל“ אֵּ ר  ש ְ  Yisrael” (which means ‘he-יִּ

will rule openly with strength from 

Hashem’), because you have  ִּר ית ָּש ָּ -

ruled over ים  angels14 and-ֱאלֹהִּ

ים ִּ  people and were able to-ֲאנָּש 

overcome them.”  

ָּ ירו ש  ֵּ ָּ ָּ:פ  ֶֶפש  נ  ה  ֶ י־ש  ָָּּתֱאלֹהִּ רֵּ ת   ש ְ ָּלע ָָּּרת ִּ

י נִּ ו  י  חִּ ית־ה  ֲהמִּ ב   ָּכ  ָָּּת,ה  ָּלל ֲהפֹוְך

ָּ ֶ ֲָּאש  ֹוֶתיה  ד  מִּ ָּו  בֹוֶתיה  ְ ְחש  'ָּהל ָָּּאלָָֹּּרמ 

מ  ָּ ָָּּ,15ההֵּ ר  וָָֹּּעָּמֵּ  ב.ל ט 

Meaning, that the Divine soul will 

rule over the life-giving animal 

soul, to turn around all of its 

thoughts and feelings which are 

not for Hashem from bad to good. 

וָֹּ ד  מ ִּ ָָּּתְוה  ְקְראו  י"נִּ תו בָּם",ֱאלֹהִּ כ   ֶ מֹוָּש  ָּכ ְ

ֹובָּא,ָּו( י  י  בַוְיִהי ַהּיֹום  "ָּ:)אִּ יםָּוָֹּו  ֱאלֹהִּ נֵּיָּה  ָּב ְ או 

ב ַעל ה תֹוָכם  ',ְלִהְתַיּצֵ ָטן ּבְ ָ בֹוא ַגם ַהש ּ  ָּ,".ַוּיָ

These bad feelings which come 

from ego are called “ י םֱאלֹהִּ -

angels” as it is written (Iyov 1:6): 

“And it was on a certain day and the 

ים ֱאלֹהִּ יָּה  נֵּ  angels came (accusing)-ב ְ

to stand before Hashem, and the 

 
ךְָָּּל ֲהפֹוךְָּ)13ָּ ֶ חֹוש   ר(.ְלאוָָֹּּה 

14 The name ֱאֹלִהים could have four different meanings in different contexts: 1-

When referring to Hashem it means “Hashem who is all-powerful”, 2-it could be 

referring to angels, as in the verse here (Bereishis 32:29) and Iyov 1:6, 3- it could 

refer to judges, as in Shemos 22:8, 4-it could refer to idols, as in Shemos 22:19. 
ה ה'לֹוא ל  )15ָּ ָּ ְרְמי הָּ:ֵהמ   (.ה,ָּיָָּּיִּ
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prosecuting angel also came with 

them (to make problems for Iyov).”  

ו מוָֹּ ְרג  נֵָּּ"ָּ:ְות  י  ָָּּיב ְ ְבְרב  ָּא".ר  The Targum-Aramaic translation 

translates "ים ֱאלֹהִּ ָּה  י נֵּ "ב ְ  as 

“creatures who think are great”, 

since the prosecuting angels who 

want to punish Iyov must have some 

ego that is responsible for their cruel 

desire to punish for no real reason.  

We see that bad feelings, like the desire to hurt others, comes from the ego of 

the animal soul, and that is why bad feelings are compared to prosecuting 

angels of destruction who think they are great and powerful. 

יָּםְועִָּּ" ִּ ינ ָָּּם":ֲאנ ש  חִּ ֲעש ֵָּּ"ָּתב ְ ָָּּהמ  16ָּ"ֱאנֹוש 

ב  ," ָּהו ִָָּּמּכֹלָעקֹב ַהּלֵ נו ש  ְרְמי הָָָּּּ"ִמי ֵיָדֶעּנוּ   אא  )יִּ

ָָּּםְול ֲהפֹוְךָּאֹות ָָּּ,יז,ָּט( ר   ,בְלטוָָֹּּעמֵּ

 

When the verse say that Yaakov  

ruled over “ י ִּ םֲאנ ש  -people” it is 

referring to bad thoughts, which are 

called “the (bad) habits of   ֱאנֹוש-

mortals”, and as referred to in the 

verse (Yirmiya 17:9): “The heart is 

filled with all (bad thoughts) and it is 

sick, (it thinks) ‘Who will know 

what I am thinking about?’”, and to 

turn them around from bad to good. 

We see from those verse that when Yaakov overcame “angels” and “people” it 

also meant he overcame the “bad feelings” and “bad thoughts” of the animal 

soul. 

ָּ ֶָּנֶפש  י ְָּידֵּ ל י־ע  ֶחֶדָָּּתֱאלֹהִּ יו  מ ְ ָּתה 

אֲָּ מ  יל ָּב ְ ָּצִּ לִָָּּּה  ֵָָּּּיב ְ יָּרֶהְסת  נִּ ל ָָּּםפ    ל,ָּכ ְ

This is accomplished through the 

Divine soul which is united with its 

source in Hashem without any 

concealments of Hashem’s 

revelation,  

ָּ ְרר  ְמב  ֲעלֶָָּּ,ה ָּה  מ  ָָּּתֶאָָּּהו  י־ֶנֶפש  נִּ ו  י  חִּ ָּתה 

טֵָּּ ב   לֵָָּּּלְלהִּ כ   אוָָֹּּלו ְלהִּ ָּ.'הָּרב ְ

which refines and elevates the life-

giving animal soul so that it should 

 
ו ָּחָּנֹוס ָּ)16ָּ י  ִּ ֲעש ֵָּּטָּ"פ  ינו ָּהָּמ  ס ָּ"ֱָּאלֹקֵּ מו  ו ָּםְָּליוָֹּףָּב ְ יפ   ר(.כ ִּ
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nullify its ego and become part of 

Hashem’s Light. 

אֵָּּ ר  ש ְ ָּיִּ ינ ת חִּ ָּב ְ לָּר־י ש  ָָּּ–ָּלְוזֹו ָּל"אֵָּּ"וְָָּּ,אֵּ

ָּחֹוזֶָָּּאהו ָּ ֹון ל ָָּּקְלש  ֶמְמש   ָּו  ָָּּ–ה ח  ְלנ צ ֵּ

ָּעִָּּ ה  ְמת   ְלח  יָּםמִּ נִּ ו  י  חִּ ָּה   ָּ.תֶנֶפש 

This aspect (of conquering of the 

animal soul) is why we are called 

“ ֵא  רָּ ש ְּ ליִּ -Yisroel” which is the same 

letters as “  ָּ ֵאלר־יָּש  -directly received 

Divine soul that has power”, since 

the word “ לֵא  ” means strength and 

dominion, which is the power to be 

victorious in its battle with the live-

giving animal soul. 

תו ָּ כ   ֶ ָּש  ָּי(בְָּוֶזהו  יםָּצ, ִּ ל  הִּ ָָּּ:)ת ְ ינו  נֹותֵּ ְ יָּש  "ְימֵּ

ֶהם נ ה"ָּב  ָּש   ים ְבעִּ ִּ ֶהָּ"ָּ,ש  ְייק ָָּּם"ב   ָּא,ד  

ֵָּּ ת  ְ ש  וָָֹּּיב ִּ ש  פ  נ ְ  ָּת.ה 

This is the meaning of what is 

written (Tehillim 90:10): “The days 

of our years ‘in them’ is seventy 

years”, the phrase “in them” 

implies that we live every day in 

two souls. 

כ ָּ ב ְ ֶ מ ָָּּאהו ָָּּםיוָָֹּּלש  ְלח  ש  ָָּּהמִּ ָּה,ֲחד 

י ְךָּאֵּ יכ  ת ָָָּּּןו ְלפִּ ו  י  ו ָָָּּּםח  ז ֶָָָּּּ–ָָּּהש   ֶ ָּריֹותֵָָָּּּּיח ָָָּּּהש 

חוָָֹּּיח ָָּּהְוזֶָּ ָּת.פ  

This means that every day is a new 

battle between the two souls, and 

this is why people live different 

amounts of years, some people live 

longer and some live shorter. 

ֹ כ  לו ָָּּלְוה  מ ָָּּיְלפִָָּּּית   ְלח  מ ִּ ֶרְךָּה  יְךָָּּהעֵּ רִּ צ   ֶ ש 

ְלחוָֹּ וָָֹּּםעִָָּּּםלִּ י־נ ְפש  ֲהמִּ ב   לֶָָּּיְלפִָָּּּתה  ָּקחֵּ

ָּ ר  ָָּּעה  ה  ב   ֶ מ  ָָּּ,ש  יָּהכ   נִּ ְלחוָָֹּּםש   יְךָּלִּ רִּ צ   ֶ ָּםש 

ָּע ָּ ה  מ   וָָֹּּדעִּ ְךָּל ט  ֵּ פ  ְתה  ת ִּ ֶ  ָּב.ש 

This all depends on the nature of 

the battle that he needs to wage 

with his animal soul depending on 

how much bad is in it, according to 

that will be how many years it will 

take to fight with it until he can 

transform it into good. 

תו ָּ כ   ָּה  ירו ש  ֵּ ָּפ  לָּבְוֶזהו  אֵּ ר  ש ְ ָּיִּ ה ת    "ְוע 
ים ְוֶאל ַמע ֶאל ַהֻחּקִ ְ ר ָאנִֹכי  ש  ֶ ִטים ֲאש  ּפָ ְ ש  ַהּמִ

ֹות ד ֶאְתֶכם ַלֲעש    :17" .וגו' ְמַלּמֵ

This is also the meaning of the 

verse (Devarim 4:1): “And now 

Yisroel, listen to the statutes and 

 
נ  ָּ)17ָּ ֶאְתח  יםָּ:ד,ָּאָּןו  טִּ פ   ְ ש  מ ִּ יםְָּוֶאלָּה  ֻחק ִּ עֶָּאלָּה  מ  ְ לָּש  אֵּ ר  ש ְ הָּיִּ ת   ֶקָָּּ'".ְוגוָָֹּּ"ְוע  הָּ:ָּי,ָּיבָּבעֵּ לָּמ  אֵּ ר  ש ְ הָּיִּ ת   "ְוע 

הֶָּאתֶָּקֱָּאלָָֹּּה' ְרא  םְָּליִּ יָּאִּ ְךָּכ ִּ מ   עִּ לָּמֵּ אֵּ ֹ ָּש  ְָּוגוֶָֹּקֱָּאלָָֹּּה'יך   ָָּּ'(.יך 
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judgements that I command you to 

fulfill…” 

ֶָּ הש  ת   ְוק ָָָּּּע  ְזמ ָָָּּּא,ד   ז ֶָּן־ב ִּ ָָָּּּהה  ר  ה  ֶ ָָָּּּעש  ָּבְמעֹור 

וָֹּ ט  מ ָָּּבב   ש   נ ְ ָּה  את ְקרֵּ ֵָָּּּהנִּ ש  אֵָָּּּםב ְ ר  ש ְ ָּל,יִּ

יכ ָּ רִּ צ ְ ֶ ָָּּהש  רֵּ ת   ש ְ ֶָּאָָּּרְָּלהִּ ח  ְלנ צ ֵּ ָָּּתו  ־ֶנֶפש 

י ֲהמִּ ב   כ ָָּּת,ה  ְ פ  ה  ָָּּאו ְלא  ר  וָָֹּּעָּמֵּ ָּב.ל ט 

Meaning that specifically now, in 

this time when bad is mixed 

together with good is the Divine 

soul called “ ֵא  רָּ ש ְּ ל יִּ -Yisroel”, 

meaning that it needs to rule over 

and conquer the animal soul and 

transform it from bad to good. 

ילֶָָּּלֲאב ָּ תִּ ָּב( רֶנֱאמ ָָּּדע  ָּיג, ְרי ה "ְוֶאתָָּּ:)ְזכ 

ט ָּ ָּה  ח  ָּו ָּרו  ה ירְָּמא  ֲעבִּ ֶרץ"ָּא  א  ָּה  ן ָּאְולָָֹּּ,מִּ

ְהיֶָּ ָָּּהיִּ ר  ל ָָּּעה  ְלחוָָֹּּאְולָָֹּּל,כ ְ ָּלִּ ְך רֵּ ְצט  ָּםתִּ

ָָּּאְָּולָָֹּּד,עוָֹּ רֵּ ק   ֵָָּּּאיִּ ש  אֵָּּ"ָּםב ְ ר  ש ְ  18.19ל"יִּ

However, regarding the future 

time after Moshiach comes it says 

(Zecharya 13:2): “And the spirit of 

impurity I (Hashem) shall remove 

from the earth”, and there will be 

no more unholiness at all, and 

there will be no more need for this 

battle. At that time, we won’t be 

called “ ֵא  רָּ ש ְּ ליִּ -Yisroel” implying 

ruling and conquering the animal 

soul, rather we will be called “the 

people connected to Hashem”. 

 

ָּ(ד) Chapter 4 

י בִּ יָּןו ְלה  ְכלִּ ָָּּתת   יד  ֵָָּּּתְירִּ ת  ְ וָָֹּּיש  ש  פ  נ ְ ָּתה 

ְמת  ָּ ְלח  עֹול םָּםְלמִּ ז ֶה־ב    ,ה 

We need to understand: What is 

the purpose of the descent of these 

two souls in this world,  

 
ְני ָָּּר)ְוֶאְפש  18ָָּּ עִּ ית ָָּּ–ָּןה  ְדאִּ אָָּּאכ ִּ ְתר  אָּב   ב  ב  ֶרקָּה'ָּד ְ ֶ אָּפ  ר  ְגמ  סו קָָּּ,ָּ'( ב ,ה"ַדף ע)ב   לָּפ   ְעי ה)ע  ְָּיש  

י"ָָּּמג,ָּז( מִּ ְ ש  אָּבִּ ְקר  נ ִּ ֹלָּה  ָָָּּּ."כ  ירו ש  פֵּ םָּב ְ יןָּש   י ֵּ ''ָָּּע  ב   ְ ש  ב  ָּםְָָּּוש  ָּ]ָָּּ(.םר  ְ ש  ר  ב  יןָּ"ם:ָּ"ו  אִּ ְקר  נ ִּ ֶ יםָּש  יקִּ ד ִּ יןָּצ  ידִּ ֲעתִּ

רו ךְָּ ָּב   דֹוש  ק   לָּה  ֶ מֹוָּש  ְ לָּש  םָּ]הו אָּ־ע  מ  ְ אָּש  הֵּ י ְ ֶ רָּ[,ָּה'ָּ–ש  ֱאמ  ֶ נ  ֶ ְעי הָּמג)ש  יָּ'ָּ(:ז,ְָּיש   ְכבֹודִּ יְָּולִּ מִּ ְ ש  אָּבִּ ְקר  נ ִּ לָּה  כ  

יו יתִּ ףֲָּעש ִּ יוָּא  ְרת ִּ יוְָּיצ  אתִּ ר     '"[.ב ְ

19ָָּּ ָּג: ָּלעיל(: ָּ)נסמן ָּמהצ"צ ָּוהיינוָּתלבשווהקיצור ָּחשוכא ָּולאהפכא ָּלבררה ָּכדי ָּבנה"ב ָּנה"א ת

ימיָָּּ,אלָּלשוןָּחוזקָּלנצחָּהמלחמה(,ָּז"ע'ָּשבועותָּתקס)ישראלָּשריתָּעםָּאלקי'ָּהמדותָּאנשי'ָּאנושָּ

 .ג(ע'ָּשופטי'ָּתקס")לכןָּועתהָּישראלָָּּ,שנותינוָּבהםָּבשתיָּהנפשות
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ָּ ֲחרֵּ ֶָָּּיא  םש  ָָָּּּג   י־ֶנֶפש  נִּ ו  י  חִּ ָָּּםֶטֶרָָּּתה  י  ְרד  ֶ ָּהש 

ֵָּּ ֶהְסת  יָּרב ְ מִּ ְמצו  יָּםְוצִּ ב ִּ ְית ָָּּםר  ָּהה 

ל ָּ טֵּ ָּב ְ ה  ְמקֹור  אוָָֹּּהב ִּ ָּ–'הָּרָּב ְ

since even the life-giving animal 

soul was nullified in the Light of 

Hashem in its spiritual source 

before it descended through many 

levels of concealments and 

constrictions of Divine revelation, 

מ  ָּ ָָּּהְול  ָָּּהי ְרד  ל ךְָּכ   ע ָָּּ,כ   ֶ ָָּּלש  ה  ךְָּי ד  ְצר  ָּהו 

ֶרֶדָּ ָָּּג  םָּתל  ֶֶפש  נ  י־ה  ֱאלֹהִּ ָָּּתה  ה  ְרר  ְלב 

ָּ ה  ֲעלֹות   ָּ?ו ְלה 

why did it descend so far that it 

would require the Divine soul to be 

sent down after it to refine it and 

elevate it? 

If in their respective spiritual sources both the Divine soul and the animal soul 

where aware of and connected to Hashem, why did Hashem have to send down 

the animal soul and make it have physical desires and then send down the 

Divine soul to elevate it again, Hashem could have just left the animal soul on 

High and everything would be just fine? 

יָּ– ְקד ִּ יְךְָּלה  רִּ ל  ָָּּםצ  חִּ ְני ןָּהת ְ מ ָָּּעִּ ְלח  מ ִּ ָּהה 

נ  ה ָּ ְזמ  בֹוא ָָָּּּ,ו  מ ְ ְעת  ָּר:ָָּּה ָּז ָֹּב  ָָָּּּרָּה  ב ָָָּּּאָּש   ְקר  ָּא,דִּ

יָּ ְעת  ָָּּאהִּ ְצלֹות ָָּּאש    ,20כּו' אדִּ

To answer this, we first need to 

understand the nature of the battle 

between the two souls and its time, 

as is explained in the Zohar: “The 

time of battle, is the time of 

prayer.” 

א יָּןמ  טִּ ק  ְוי ָָּּלד ְ יָּא,ְלחִּ ת  ָָּּןי ֲהבִּ ר  ָּב ְ יה  ָּאלֵּ

ְלכ  ָּ ָָּּא,ְדמ   .21ָּאְצלֹות ָָּּאָּד  

Another quote from the Zohar: 

“Whoever kills the ‘snake’, they 

give him the daughter of the King, 

and this is the idea of prayer.” 

יאו ָּ ְני ָָּּרו בֵּ עִּ קֵָּּ ן:ה  ְפסו  ב ִּ ֶ ָּ־יש  ְמר  ָּהְדזִּ

ָּ ד  א  יָּםה  ְפרִּ ָָּּדמ  ר  וָָֹּּעָּה  ט  ה  וָָֹּּבמֵּ נ ְפש  ב ְ ֶ ־ש 

The explanation behind this: In 

Pesukei Dezimra22 a person 

 
תָּ)20ָּ ע  ְ ו ם:ָּש  ְרג  ל  הת   פִּ ת ְ תָּה  ע  ְ יאָּש  בָּהִּ ר  ק ְ ֶלקָּגרָּזֹה ָּהְָּראֵָּּ.ָּה  ֶלקָּאג,ָּא.ָּרמָּחֵּ ְראֵָּּרמ,ָּב.ָָּּחֵּ יהָּו  ל ָָּּלְלעֵּ קָּב  

 .(דְועוָֹּעב,ָּא.ָּ
י21ָָָּּּ נֵּ ו  יק  ו דָּבָָּּ)ת ִּ מ  ףָּכט,ָּע  ןָּיג,ָּד   ו  יק  ר,ָּתִּ אן  :ֹזה  ילָָּּ"מ  טִּ ק  אָָּּד ְ הו  ְוי אָָּּה  יןָָּּחִּ ָָָּּּ.ָּ.ָּי ֲהבִּ יה  אָָּּלֵּ ת   ר  אָָּּב ְ ְלכ   י,ְָָּּדמ  יהִּ אִּ ָּד ְ

ל  ה פִּ ת ְ יאָּה  הִּ ֶ ֶלְךָּש  ֶ מ  תָּה  יןָּלֹוֶָּאתָּב   ָּנֹוְתנִּ ש  גֶָּאתָּאֹותֹוָּנ ח  הֹורֵּ ֶ יָּש  ו ם:ָּמִּ ְרג  א".ָּת    (.ְצלֹות 
22 The “Verses of Song”, singing (or reading) verses from Psalms and other 

passages to praise Hashem. This is the first main part of the prayer before the 

Blessings on the Shema and the Amida/Shemona Esrai prayer. 
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י ֲהמִּ ב   ָָּּת,ה  תו ב כ   ֶ ָּש  מֹו ָּו(כ ְ יםָּקמט, ִּ ל  הִּ :ָּ)ת ְ

ֹותָּ י  יפִּ ִּ ָּפ  ְָּוֶחֶרב ְגרֹונ ם ָּב ִּ ל ָּאֵּ "רֹוְממֹות

ם י ד   ָּ–"ָּכּו'  ב ְ

separates the bad from the good of 

his animal soul, as it is written 

(Tehillim 149:6): “The praises of 

Hashem is in their throats (mouths) 

and a double-edged sword is in 

their hands.”  

ֵָּּ ת  ְ וָָֹּּיש  י  ֲעלוָָֹּּ–ָּתפִּ וָָֹּּתְלה  ט  ְעל ָָּּבה  ָּהְלמ 

י ְפרִּ ָָּּדו ְלה  ר  הָּעה  ט   ָּ.23ְלמ 

This implies that through praising 

Hashem they fight their animal soul 

as though with a double-edged 

sword, the idea of specifically a 

double-edged sword is that these 

praises cut down the bad of the 

animal soul in two ways: 1-to 

elevate the good of the animal soul 

above to connect to Hashem, and 2-

to remove the bad of the animal 

soul to remain below and away from 

the person. 

ֹונֵָָּּּאְָּוהו ָּ ְתב  מ ִּ ֶ ש  ָָּּןכ ְ ד  א  ְגדו ל  ָָּּםה   This happens when a person ָּ:'הָּתב ִּ

contemplates on the greatness of 

Hashem before or during reciting 

Pesukei Dezimra: 

Here the Alter Rebbe mentions four different types of contemplation: 

הו ָּ ֶ יְךָּש  י ֶָָּּאאֵּ ל  ָָּּתֶאָָּּהְמח  ו  ָּם,כ  1-How He gives life to everything; 

Hashem gives life to every creature including us, and just like we feel and 

recognize our own life even though we can’t see it physically, we can recognize 

that there is a Life-force from Hashem that is present in us and in everything 

without which nothing could move or function, since Hashem alone is the only 

source of all life. 

ו ו ֶ ְמה  ל  ָָּּתֶאָָּּהו  ו  ָּם,כ  2-How He creates everything; 

Hashem creates everything something from nothing. Even the human intellect 

understands that something cannot create itself and it could not have existed 

 
ין23ָּ ָרַשת "ַרֲעָיא ְמֵהיְמָנא"ּבְ  ְוַעּיֵ ֹוְפִטי ֵריש  ּפָ ָּם.ש 
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forever. Everything that is limited and definable must have a beginning and a 

source. Only Hashem who is Infinite and Eternal, could have made everything 

else. Everything that we see is showing on Hashem, since whatever we observe 

is only existing because Hashem Himself is there creating it at the very moment 

we observe it. 

ל  ָּ יָּםְוכו  לִּ טֵּ ְתב  ָָּּםב ְ ךְֶָּאְצלֹוָּיִּ ָּ,רֵּ 3-Everything is ‘nullified’ to him; 

The meaning here of ‘nullified’ is that they have no independent existence. 

Like the light of the sun that is just an expression of the sun but has no existence 

or identity other than the sun. Or like a person’s thougths and words that are 

just an expression of the person but have no independent existance separate 

from the person. So too, all of the creations are really just Hashem’s ‘words’ 

and ‘thougths’ and ‘light’, and our entire existence is only from Him, if He 

would stop ‘thinking’ or ‘saying’ or ‘shining’ us we would simply vanish like 

we never existed. 

ל ָָּּאָּכֹול  ָּ"וְָּ יהָּכ ְ ֵּ מ  יָּאָּק  ִּ ש  ָּ;24"בח  4-Everything before Him is 

considered like non-existent: 

This means that we are an incomparably lower level of existence than His 

existence. In comparison to His type of existence is as though we don’t exist at 

all. This is like a person’s thoughts and words compared to his true essence and 

being: His thoughts and words have a very fleeting and transient existence 

compared to his true essence, each thought is only there for a moment and then 

vanishes. Similarly, our level of existence is as though it is like a non-reality 

compared to Hashem’s Eternal and infinitely real existence. 

בָּ תו  כ   ֶ ָּש  מֹו ָּיא(כ ְ ָּכט, יםָּא' י  מִּ ָּה  י ְברֵּ ָּ)ד ִּ :ָּ "ְלך 

ד ג ְ ַצח ְוַההֹוד  הָּל  ָּו ָּה'ָּה  ְפֶאֶרת ְוַהּנֵ בּוָרה ְוַהּתִ ְוַהּגְ
ַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ ָ ּ ש  י כֹל ּבַ א    'ְלָך ה  ,ּכִ ֵ ְתַנש ּ ְמָלָכה ְוַהּמִ ַהּמַ

 ָּ–ָּ".ְלכֹל ְלרֹאש  

As it is written (Divrei Hayamim I, 

29:11): “To You Hashem is the 

Greatness, the Might, the Splendor, 

the Victory, and the Majesty, for all 

on heaven and earth is Yours, to You 

Hashem is the Kingship, and You are 

exalted supreme over all rulers.” 

כ  ָּ ֶ וָָֹּּלש  ד  מ ִּ ֶעְליֹונוָָֹּּתה  יָּתה  לִּ טֵּ ֶאְצלֹוָָּּםב ְ Meaning, that all of the attributes 

(Greatness, Might etc.) Above (in 

Atzilus) are nullified to Him (they 

 
ֶלקָּא)24ָּ רָּחֵּ מ ָָּּזֹה  ְקד   ה  ָּ.(הָּיא,ָּבב  
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ךְָּ רֵּ ְתב   ָּב  ָָּּ,יִּ ב תו  כ   ֶ ָּש  מֹו יכ ְ נִּ ו  יק  ָּ:25םת ִּ

כ  ָָּּוְול א" וָָֹּּלמִּ ד  יָּתמִּ ֵּ ל  ל ָָּּןאִּ ָּאְוהו ָָּּל",כ ְ

ְעל ָָּּהנ ֲעלֶָּ הֶָָּּהמ  בוָָֹּּםמֵּ גוָָֹּּתְרב  ְדרֵּ יָּתמ  ָּןאֵּ

ְספ  ָּ ָּר.מִּ

are “Yours”), as it is written in the 

Tikunei Zohar: “Hashem is 

completely beyond all of the 

Attributes”, and He is exalted 

above and beyond them infinite 

uncountable levels. 

י כִּ ְלא  מ   יָּםְוה  ָּ"ָּםאֹוְמרִּ דֹוש  ָקדֹוש  ָקדֹוש   ק 
בֹודוֹ  ה' ' ְצָבאֹות ְמֹלא ָכל ָהָאֶרץ ּכְ ,26ָּ"כו 

"ָּ דֹוש  ָָּּ"ק  ְבד   ָּו מו  ש  ְפר  ָּמו  ֹו ירו ש  ֵּ ָּל,פ 

ְעל ָּ ְעל ָָּּהְלמ  ֶדָָּּהמ  ג ֶ ֵּאָּ'ָּרָּמִּ ל  בְָּו'ָּ'ְממ  סֹובֵּ

ין ְלמִּ לָּע   .'כ  

The angels say (Yeshaya 6:3): 

“Holy, holy, holy, is Hashem of 

Hosts, the whole word is full of His 

glory.” The word ‘  דֹוש  Holy’ also-קָּ

means ‘separate’ and ‘removed’, 

meaning that Hashem is above and 

beyond the categories of just 

“Permeating all worlds” or 

“Encompassing all worlds”, He is 

actually totally beyond the whole 

idea of worlds at all. 

By saying ‘ָּ דֹוש   Holy’ three times the angels are really saying that Hashem is-ק 

three times removed and beyond our world, He is beyond the physical world, 

beyond the spiritual worlds, and beyond even “Encompassing” worlds, He is 

totally beyond the whole concept or category of anything that has to do with 

worlds. 

ז "ל רָּר  ֲאמ  מ  ת  ָָּּםקוָֹּמ  ָּב  ָּ"ָּ:27כ ְ א  ָּאמֹוצֵָָּּּהש  

דו ל  תֹוָּש  ָּ ת  ָָּּםג ְ נו תוָֹּעִָָּּּאָּמֹוצֵָָּּּהא   ,"ְנְות 

Like our Sages say (Megilla 31a): 

“In the place where (you think you) 

find His greatness, there you 

(really just) find His humility,” 

ִָּּ "ל  ֶ ָּש  י ִּ ָּפ  ל ָּע  ף א  ֶ ֶקר"ש  ָּחֵּ ין ָּאֵּ ְָּגדו ל  תֹו

ָּג( ָּקמה, ים ִּ ל  הִּ ָָּּאהו ָָּּה,זֶָָּּלכ  ָָּּלע ָָּּ,)ת ְ ָּםר 

ֵָּּ ְתנ ש   מִּ דו ל  תוָָֹּּאו  ָּג ְ ינ ת חִּ ב ְ ָָּּדע ָָּּ,מִּ ד   מ ִּ ֶ ָּתש 

דו ל  ָּ ְפלו ָָּּהֲענ ו ָָּּבֶנְחש  ָָּּהג ְ ִּ נ יָּתְוש  ָּוְלפ 

Even though “His greatness (that 

we perceive in the creation) cannot 

be understood,” (Tehillim 145:3), 

nonetheless, He is way beyond that 

“greatness” that we are able to have 

some perception of, so that His 

 
מ ָּ)25ָּ ְקד   ה  ת ָּה,ָּ"ב   י  הו ָּחָּפ   לִּ ָּ.("אֵּ
ְעי הָּו,ָּג)26ָּ ָּ:ְָּיש   דֹוש  ָּק  דֹוש  ָּק  דֹוש  רָּק  מ  אֶָּזהֶָּאלֶָּזהְָּוא  ר  בֹודֹו"ָּה'"ְוק  ֶרץָּכ ְ א  לָּה  אֹותְָּמלֹאָּכ  ָָּּ(.ְצב 
יל  ָּהְָּראֵָּּ)27ָּ  .(הָּלא,ָּאְמגִּ
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ךְָּ רֵּ ְתב    greatness” is considered like“ ָּ.יִּ

“humility” and “lowering 

Himself”.  

When a truly great sage plays checkers with children and shows them how well 

he knows the game, much better than they possibly could, this is just his 

humility that he is lowering himself to their level. In truth the fact that he is 

even talking about checkers is just his humility, he would rather focus on loftier 

concepts. So too, the “greatness” of Hashem that we can perceive in the 

creation of the world, even though it is beyond human understanding how 

Hashem made the world, it is really just Hashem’s humility that He lowers 

Himself to the level of dealing with worlds. 

ָּ ֶ ֲאש  יָּרְוכ  ָָּּקי ֲעמִּ ד  א  ֹוָָּּםה  ְבת  ְחש   מ 

ֹוְננו ָּ ְתב  הִּ ֹוצֵָָּּּזוָָֹּּתב ְ י  ָָּּאְָּוכ  ה  יל ָָּּ,ב   ֵּ מ  ָּאמִּ

ְרדו ָּ" ְתפ   ָָּּיִּ לָּפ  ֶון"וָֹּכ   יָּא  ָּי(ֲָּעלֵּ יםָּצב, ִּ ל  הִּ ָּ–ָּ)ת ְ

ָּ ר  ינ תָּה  חִּ וָָֹּּעב ְ נ ְפש  ב ְ ֶ  .ש 

When a person will put his 

thoughts deeply into understanding 

and contemplating this and similar 

concepts, then automatically “all 

the workers of evil will disperse” 

(Tehillim 92:10), meaning that the 

bad in his animal soul will dissipate.  

ְהיוָֹּ ָָָּּּיכ ִָָָּּּּתב ִּ ר  אָָּּעָּה  ְטר  אָּ־ְוסִּ ֳחר  יָָּּא  ָּםל הֶָָָּּּןאֵּ

ו ָּ י  ל ָָָּּּתח  צ  ָָָּּּלכ ְ ְצמ ָָָּּּדמִּ יָָּּתזו ל ָָָּּּם,ע  לִּ ב ְ ק  מ ְ ֶ ָּםש 

ת ָּ ו  י  יָּםח  יִּ ֲאחֹור  ְקדו ש   ָּ־םמֵּ י28ָָּּהד ִּ ְָּידֵּ ל ע 

'' ס  ה־לֹאָּהש   ֲעש ֶ  .ת 

Since the bad and the “opposite 

side from holiness” has no life of its 

own at all, it only receives its life 

from the “outermost aspect” of 

holiness, through the possibility of 

a Jew transgressing against one of 

the 365 Mitzvos of What Not to Do. 

The “outermost aspect” of holiness in this context: Hashem wants us to have 

free choice to choose to serve Him so He “allows” unholiness to exist so that 

we can choose not to follow unholiness. Since unholiness doesn’t exist for 

itself, only to enhance the quality of holiness that has to negate unholiness, its 

life is described as being from the “outward aspect”, since it is only an 

“external” consideration but not of any essential value. 

יָּםהֵָָּּּןְול כֵָּּ לִּ טֵּ דו ש   ָָּּלאֶָָּּםב ְ ק ְ ו ָָּּהה  יט  בִּ ָּלכ ְ They are therefore nullified to a 

revelation of and appreciation of 

 
ְכת ָּ]28ָּ ש   ָּ  :13דָּי ָּבָּב ִּ ְקדו  סוָֹּהָּד ִּ לו ָּדָּב ְ  [.תג  
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נֵָּּ ְ פ  ְךָּמִּ ֶ חֹוש   holiness like darkness is dispelled 29ר.אוָָֹּּיה 

before light. 

Since unholiness receives its life from the possibility of choosing against 

holiness by transgressing against the Mitzvos, when a Jew comes to love 

Hashem and dedicates himself to keep the Mitzvos and not commit any sins, 

this removes life from unholiness of his own animal soul and from the 

unholiness of the world in general. 

 

ָּ)ה( Chapter 5 

ָּלָֹּ ְך ָָּּאא  יָּיד   ְפרִּ ָָּּדְלה  ר  ֶאל  אָָּּד,ְלב ָָּּעה 

כ ָֹּ ָּמִּ ל ה  ט ְ יְךְָּלב  רִּ צ   ֶ כָָֹּּלש  מוָָֹּּ,לָּו  בָָּּכ ְ תו  כ   ֶ ש 

י) ֹוְפטִּ ָּיז(ָּםש  ָּכ, ם": ימֵּ ֲחרִּ ָּת   ם ֲחרֵּ ָּ,"ה 

כ ָּ ְ פ  ֹוכ ָָּּאָּו ְלה  ָָּּאֲָּחש  ְנהֹור   א.לִּ

However, it is not enough to 

merely “separate” the bad alone, 

rather it must be completely 

nullified, as it is written regarding 

the wicked nations of Canaan 

(Devarim 20:17): “You shall 

completely destroy them”, this is 

done by transforming the darkness 

of the animal soul into light. 

The process described above of contemplation on Hashem’s greatness during 

Pesukei Dezimra is considered as only “separating” the bad of the animal soul, 

but not eradicating it. This is because it only subdues his ego when he realizes 

that Hashem is much greater than himself, but he still feels that he also has 

some existence.  

However, during Shema a Jew can come to a feeling for the truth that Hashem 

is not just much greater than us and our Creator etc., He is the only existence 

at all. This recognition leaves no room for ego at all, thus totally removing the 

possibility for going against Hashem. 

 
ָּאושנה"רשהָּמשהתכליתָּמירידתָּשתיָּהנפשותָּלמהָּירדהָּנה"בָּ:ָּודקיצורָּמהצ"צָּ)נסמןָּלעיל(:29ָָּּ

ָּשעתָּצלותאָּשעתָּקרבאָּ,תצטרךָּג"כָּלירדָּלבררה פסוד"זָּחרבָּשלָּשתיָּפיותָּלהעלותָָּּ,צ"לָּענין

ממילאָּיתפרדוָּכלָָּּ'כשמתבונןָּהאיךָּשהואָּמחי'ָּאתָּכולםָּכוָּ,הטובָּלמעלהָּולהפרידָּהרעָּלמטה

מילאָּנפרדָּהרעָּאךָּא"כָּלמהָּמנמצאָּע"יָּשנוטלָּהטובָּ)פועליָּאוןָּכיָּהרעָּאיןָּלוָּחיותָּמצדָּעצמוָּ

ָּ(.יךָּב'ָּפיותצר



 

21 LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH  

ת יא  ְָּקרִּ י ְָּידֵּ ל ָּע  עְוֶזהו  מ  ְ מֹוָָּּ.30־ש  כ ְ

תו ב כ   ֶ ן ַאֲהרֹן ַהּכֵֹהן    "ָָּּ:ש  ן ֶאְלָעָזר ּבֶ יְנָחס ּבֶ ְרא ּפִ ַוּיַ
ָקם ִמּתֹוְך ָהֵעָדה י דוַָּוּיָ חָּב ְ חָּרֹמ  ק   י ִּ ָּ.ו  ל ָָֹּּ" ָּק)ב  

 ָּכה,ָּז(

This total removal of the bad of the 

animal soul is through Krias 

Shema, as it is written (Bamidbar 

25:7): “And Pinchas the son of 

Elazar the son of Aharon saw (that 

Zimri was sinning with a Midianite 

woman) and he got up from amidst 

the congregation and he took the 

חרֹומ ָּ -spear in his hand (to kill 

them, thereby stopping the plague 

against the Jewish People.)”  

י"ָּ– ִּ ֵָָּּּתש  ית  ָָּּןיבִּ ָּד ְ חו ד  סו 31ָָּּא"יִּ פ   ב   ֶ ָּקש 

מ ָּ" ְ אֵָָּּּעש  ר  ש ְ ל לו ָָּּםעִָָּּּל",יִּ ''חָּתכ ְ 32ְָּרמ 

ֵָּּ ית  ָָּּןיבִּ תד ִּ יא  ְָּקרִּ ע מ  ְ ָָּּםהֵָָּּּ–־ש  אִּ ְקר  ָּםינִּ

ָּ.33ח"רֹומ ָּ"

This “ חרֹומ ָּ -spear” is a reference to 

the “six words describing 

Hashem’s Oneness” which are the 

six words of the verse “ ֵאל  רָּ ש ְּ ַמע יִּ ְּ ָָּּש 

ָּהָּה' ינו  דָּ'ֱאלֹהֵּ ֶאח  -Hear Yisrael, 

Hashem who is our G-d, Hashem is 

One,” these six words together with 

the general count of the 248 words 

of Krias Shema (the number 248 in 

Hebrew is =8ח=40ָּמ=200ָּר ) all 

together make up the word “ חרֹוַמ  -

spear” (which has the letters of ָָּּרמח 

and ו, since the verse of Shema itself 

has 6 words, and 6 in Hebrew is ו). 

רֹומ ָּ ָּה  י ְָּידֵּ ל ע  ֶ ָּש  מֹו ָּכ ְ ְיינו  ָּאהו ָָּּחְוה 

יל ָּ י ָָּּתְנטִּ ָָּּתו ָּח  ד  א  ָָּּםה  ְמרֵּ  י,ְלג 

Meaning, just like when using a 

spear in battle one completely 

removes the life of the enemy 

person (like in the verse quoted 

 
יםהְָּראֵָּּ)30ָּ יִּ ץָּח  יָּעֵּ רִּ ְ ע ָָּּפ  הרָּש   ט   מ ִּ לָּה  ע  ֶ עָּש  מ  ְ תָּש  יא  ְָָּּקרִּ יש  ֶרקָּיאָּרֵּ ֶ ֶלקָּא.ָּפ  רָּחֵּ ֶלקָּגיב,ָּא.ָָּּזֹה  ָּערב,ָּא.ָּחֵּ

ר יָֹּזה  נֵּ ו  ק  ןָּכאָּת ִּ ו  ק   .(םָּיא,ָּאש  ָּמט,ָּא.ָָּּת ִּ
יל  א ָּ)"31ָּ ֶלקָּברָֹּזה ָּה".ָּעִּ יָּחֵּ טִּ פ   ְ ש  ו ָּםָּקטו,ָּא.ָּמִּ ְרג  ֵָּּם:ָּת   ת  ָּה  ש  ֵּ ֶעְליֹוןש  חו דָּה  י ִּ לָּה  ֶ ָּ(.בֹותָּש 

ֶלקָּבָּערב,ָּא)32ָּ רָּחֵּ  .(זֹה 
ין33ָּ ֵסֶפ  ְוַעּיֵ  .ָסִעיף ט"ו ,ֵריש   תאוֹ  "ראוֹ  יְמאֹוֵר " רּבְ



 

LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH  22 

where Pinchas killed Zimri with a 

spear),  

ךְָּ תָּכ   יא  ְָּקרִּ י ְָּידֵּ ל י־ע  לִּ ט ְ ְָּמב  ע מ  ְ ָּםש 

י ימִּ ֲחרִּ מ  ָָּּםו  ר  ָֹּעה  כ  ֹכָּלמִּ ָּ.לָּו 

so too, through Krias Shema the 

person completely nullifies and 

destroys the bad of his animal soul. 

יאו ָּ ב ָָּּרָּו בֵּ ד   אֵָָּּּר,ה  יְךְָּלב  רִּ ְני ןָָּּרָּצ  עָּעִּ מ  ְ "ש 

ד" ָּה'ֶָּאח  ינו  לָּה'ֱָּאלֹקֵּ אֵּ ר  ש ְ נ  ָּ)ָּיִּ ֶאְתח   ָּ:ו,ָּד(ָּןו 

To explain this, we need to first 

explain the idea of the verse “  ַמע ְּ ש 

ֵאל  רָּ ש ְּ ד 'ֱאלֵֹהינו  ה ה'יִּ ֶאחָּ -Hear 

Yisrael, Hashem who is our G-d, 

Hashem is One.”: 

ָּ ירו ש  ֵּ ח ָָּּ:פ  יָּרָּא  ָּעֹול מִּ ְבְראו  נ ִּ ֶ י  יְךָָּּםש  ש  

ֹוןָָּּרָּלֹומ ָּ ֹוָָּּ",דֶאח ָּ"ְלש  ירו ש  ֵּ פ  ֶ ָּ–'ָּדָּח''אָּש 

הו ָּ ֶ יזב ְָָּּ–ָּ'חב ְָָּּדֶאח ָָּּאָּש  יעִּ ְָּרקִּ ֶרָָּּם' א  ָּ,34ץו 

עֹול ָָּּת'ָּרו חוָֹּדָּ–ָּ'דוְָּ  ָּם.ה 

The meaning is: After the worlds 

were created it is possible to say 

that Hashem is “ דֶאחָּ  -One”, since 

the word “ דֶאחָּ  ” means that 

Hashem is the א-One Master over 

the 8-ח aspects of the 7 heavens 

and one earth, and ד-the four 

directions of the world, North, 

South, East, West. 

ְעל ָָּּןְוכֵָּּ ח ָָּּה:ְלמ  וָָֹּּרְלא  ד  ָּמִּ ֶאְצלו  ֶ נ  ֶ ָּתש 

י  יְךָּלֹומ ָָָּּּתֶעְליֹונוָֹּ ֹוןָָָָּּּּרש   ָּ–'ָָּּחב ְָּד"ֶָָּּאח ָּ"ְלש 

וָֹּז ד  דו ל  ָּ"ָּ–ָּת'ָּמִּ ג ְ ָָּּה,ה  ר  בו  ג ְ ְפֶאֶרת ָּהְוה  ְוַהּתִ
ַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ ָ ּ ש  י כֹל ּבַ ַצח ְוַההֹוד ּכִ  'ְלָך ה ,ְוַהּנֵ

א ְלכֹל ְלרֹאש   ֵ ְתַנש ּ ְמָלָכה ְוַהּמִ 'ָּ–ָּ".ַהּמַ  ָּ",ְוכו 

So too above in the spiritual levels, 

after Hashem’s Attributes were 

revealed from Him is it possible to 

say that Hashem is “ דֶאחָּ  -One” 

over them, He is א-One master 

over the 8-ח aspects of the 7 

Attributes of “1-Greatness, 2-

Might, 3-Splendor, 4-Victory, 5-

Majesty, 6-for all on heaven and 

earth is Yours, 7-to You Hashem is 

the Kingship, (and the 8th aspect is 

how)-and You are exalted supreme 

over all rulers,”35  

 
ן)34ָּ ט  ְצֹותָּק  ֶפרָּמִּ ב ָָּּסֵּ ףאָּהו  יתָּיֹוסֵּ בֵּ יםָּב   י ִּ חָּח  ןָּאֹור  ימ  ְראֵָּּסא.ָָּּסִּ כוָֹּהָּו  ר   .(תָּיג,ָּבב ְ

35  There are 7 attributes mentioned, Greatness, Might, Splendor, Victory, Majesty, 

for all on Heaven and Earth is the attribute of Connection, Kingship. However, the 
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וָֹּדוְָּ י  נֵָּּ"ָּ–ָּת'ָּח  ְ ְריֵָָּּּיפ  ם  הא  ְעּתָ ִמין ְלַאְרּבַ ֶאל ַהּיָ
ר  ֶ ן ּוְפֵני ֶנש  ְעּתָ מֹאול ְלַאְרּבַ ְ ֹור ֵמַהש ּ ּוְפֵני ש 

ן ְעּתָ ְָּ ,ְוכּו'  ְלַאְרּבַ ָּפ  ָּו ְדמו ת ֵני ָאָדם נֵּיֶהם ּפְ
"'  .36ְוכו 

ָּ

and the ד-the four aspects of the 

angels describes as “animals” that 

have “four faces” described in the 

verse (Yechezkal 1:10): “The face 

of a 1-lion on the right side of all four 

angels, and the face of an 2-ox on the 

left side of all four angels, and the 

face of an 3-eagle for all four angels, 

and the main face they had was 4-

the face of a man etc.” 

We see from all of the above that one level of Hashem’s Oneness-אחד is how 

He is the One Master-א of the 8 aspects-ח and 4 directions-ד of the physical 

world; and on higher level He is the One Master-ָּא over the 8 spritiual levels of 

His Attributes in Atzilus-ח and the four aspects (‘faces’) of angels-ד. 

ְָּמי יחֵָּּ"וְָּ יהו  ל  ָָּּ,37ן"ְלהוָָֹּּדאִּ ו  כ  ֶ יָּםש  לִּ טֵּ ָּםב ְ

י ל  ךְָָּּואֵּ רֵּ ְתב    .יִּ

And “He unites all of them” (Zohar 

II 114b), since of all creation are 

nullified to Him, so through all of 

creation being nullified to the One 

Creator, also all of creation becomes 

unified under Him. 

ב ֵָָּּּלֲאב ָּ הו תוָָֹּּיְלג  ָּקֹוֶדָָּּמ  ְצמו תֹו ָּםְוע 

ְבְראו ָּ נ ִּ ֶ י  יְךָָּּאלָָֹּּ,ש  ֹוןש   ל ָָּּ"דֶאח ָּ"ְָּלש  ָּ–לָּכ ְ

ֶגֶדָּ ינֹוָּב ְ אֵּ ֶ י'ָּרש  ְלמִּ ל ָָּּ'ןע   ל.כ ְ

However, compared to Hashem’s 

true Essence the way He is before 

the worlds were created, we cannot 

in any way refer to Hashem as 

“ דֶאחָּ  -the One Master of all 

worlds”, since He is completely 

beyond the entire category of 

‘worlds’. 

 
last attribute of Kingship has two aspects, the way it is part of the world of Atzilus 

and the way it descends to create the world, because Kingship has these two aspects 

we have the count of 8 attributes, 7 in Atzilus and 1 as Kingship descends to create.  
א)36ָּ ֶדר(.ָּלָּא,ָּיְָּיֶחְזקֵּ ֵּ ס  יָּה  ו  ינ  ִּ ש   ב ְ
ֶלקָּברָֹּזה ָּהְָּראֵָּּ)37ָּ יָּחֵּ טִּ פ   ְ ש  יְמנ אד,ָּבָּקיָּםָּמִּ ְעי אְָּמהֵּ ר  ֶלקָּג.ָּב ְ יָּחֵּ ִּ יְמנ אםָּפג,ָּאְָּקדֹוש  ְעי אְָּמהֵּ ר   (.ב ְ
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בֹוא ָּ מ ְ פֶָָּּרְוכ  סֵּ ָָּּרב ְ יר  ֶרקָּא)ָּהְיצִּ ֶ נ הָּז,ָּפ  ְ ש  ָּ:(מִּ

ְפנֵָּּ" ת  ָָּּהמ ָָּּ–ָּדֶאח ָָּּילִּ  ?!"רסֹופֵָָּּּהא 

As is explained in Sefer Yetzira 

(1:7): “Before “ דֶאחָּ  -One”- what 

can you count?” 

הו תוָֹּ מ   ֶ ָָּּש  תֹו ְצמו  ֲעלְֶָּוע  ְעל ָָּּהנ  ָּה,מ 

בוָֹּ יָּדע ָָּּתְרב  ינ תָָּּץקֵָָּּּןאֵּ חִּ ב ְ ו ָּ"מִּ יפ   ָּ".רסִּ

Since the Essence of Hashem is 

elevated and exalted infinite levels 

beyond the concept of “counting”. 

The number “one” is the first in a numerical series and is followed by two, 

three etc. Thus, the number one shows that something is connected to other 

numbers, like volume one of a set which implies that there must be more 

volumes, otherwise a number would not be needed. Similarly, when describing 

Hashem as “One” this implies how Hashem is connected to two, three, etc., i.e. 

how He relates to the finite created worlds, and He creates and rules over them. 

However, Hashem Himself is beyond any real connection to any worlds and 

any count. He is truly above the idea of “one” which can be counted, since He 

is beyond any count or definition at all. 

ינ תָּאָּהו ָָּּהְוזֶָּ חִּ י "ָּב ְ ֹונ ָָּּהֲהו  אש  ָּה'"ָּה,רִּ

ינו ָּ ְייק ָָּּ"ֱאלֹקֵּ  –ָּאָּד  

This is the level of the first time the 

name "ָּי הֲהוָּ -Havaya38 appears in the 

verse of Shema, where we say: “  'ה

-Hashem Himself is our G-ֱאלֵֹקינו  

d”, since His true Essence is 

specifically “our G-d” for the Jewish 

people, who relate to Him the way 

He is beyond any connection worlds, 

unlike the rest of creation who only 

relate to Hashem as the Creator and 

Ruler of the world. 

י כִּ ְלא  מ   ָּה  ו  יל  ֲאפִּ ֶ ינ ָָּּםש  יָּםאֵּ יגִּ ִּ ש   ָּם,מ 

י ָּ"ָּםְואֹוְמרִּ דֹוש  יָּ"ק  ֹוֲאלִּ י ֵָּּ"ָּם:ְוש  ָּהא 

בֹודוָָֹּּםְמקוָֹּ  ?!"כ ְ

This level even the angels cannot 

grasp, and they say Hashem is 

“Holy” and removed from all 

worlds, and they ask “where is the 

place of His (Essential) Glory?” 

 
38  Havaya is how we write and pronounce Hashem’s four letter name of Yud-

Hei-Vav-Hei that we are not allowed to pronounce as it is written. 
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ָּנִָּּ ָּזו ל ת ְ אֵָָּּּתמוָֹּש  ר  ש ְ ש   ָָּּליִּ ָּמִּ כו  ְ ְמש  נ ִּ ֶ ָּ,םש 

בֹוא ָּ מ ְ ֶ מֹוָּש  יָָּּרָּכ ְ לִָָָּּּּל,ְלעֵּ ֵָָָּּּּיב ְ ָּםְוֶהְעלֵָָָּּּּרֶהְסת 

ל ָּ י "ָּ–ָּלכ ְ לֶָּּכִ י "ָּקחֵּ ַעּמֹו ַיֲעקֹב ֶחֶבל  הֲהו 
ינו ָּ)  ".ַנֲחָלתוֹ  ֲאזִּ  .לב,ָּט(ָּה 

 

Only the souls of the Jewish People 

are able to connect to His Essence 

since they derive from that level of 

His Essence, as explained above, 

they come from Hashem without 

any filter or concealment at all, 

like it says (Devarim 32:9): 

“Because a portion of Havaya are 

His people, Yaakov is the portion of 

His inheritance.” 

ז "ל רָּר  ֲאמ  מ  ָּ"ָּ:39כ ְ יל  ָָּּימִּ ָָּּהגִּ נ ָָּּהזֶָָּּזר   And like our Sages say (Shabbos ָּי"?ְלב 

88a): “Hashem said: Who revealed 

this secret to my children?” 

The Sages relate as follows: When the Jewish People came to receive the 

Torah, they first said “נעשה-we will do” before saying “נשמע-we will do”, a 

Heavenly Voice came forth and said: “Who to My children revealed this secret 

that the ministering angels use?” We find that the angels also first obey 

Hashem’s command before they understand, like it says (Tehillim 103:20): 

“Bless Hashem, His angels who fulfill His Will, to listen to the sound of His 

words”, they first fulfill before they listen and understand. 

Even though this ‘secret’ that action is more important than understanding is 

something that the angels also know and use, but it mainly is expressed in the 

Jewish People. The angels don’t have a yetzer hara (evil inclination) to fight 

and the fact that they obey even if they don’t understand is not such a  novelty 

compared to the Jewish People who work extremely hard to fulfill Hashem’s 

Will even if they don’t understand or feel like it. 

The fact that specifically the Jewish People received the Torah and not the 

angels (even though they also know this ‘secret’) is because they are truly 

rooted in Hashem’s very Essence and from there they receive the power to 

overcome the most difficult yetzer hara that could be; unlike the angels who do 

not have that direct connection and therefore would not be able to overcome 

 
ב  ָּ)39ָּ ָּאש   ָּציו .(תָּפח, ָּובאו ָּישובון ָּה' שמחהָּשמעולםָּעלָָּּ:ןָּברנהָּושמחתָּעולםָּעלָּראשםופדויי

מיָּגילהָָּּ:אמרָּרביָּאלעזרָּבשעהָּשהקדימוָּישראלָּנעשהָּלנשמעָּיצתהָּבתָּקולָּואמרהָּלהןָּ,ראשם

ברכוָּה'ָּמלאכיוָּגבוריָּכחָּעושיָָּּכ{-}תהילים קג דכתיבָָּּ?ָּלבניָּרזָּזהָּשמלאכיָּהשרתָּמשתמשיןָּבו

ָּ.דברוָּלשמועָּבקולָּדברוָּברישאָּעושיָּוהדרָּלשמוע
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the yetzer hara in this world (as was the case of the ‘fallen angels’ in the time 

of Noach). 

Thus this ‘secret’ that the Jewish People have in their ability to serve Hashem 

beyond questions, comes from their essential connection to Hashem’s Essence. 

הו ָּ ֶ ינ ָָּּאָּש  חִּ ֶעְליוָֹּ־דסוָָֹּּתב ְ ֶָּ"ָּן,ה  ָּתי ש 

ךְָּ ֶ ְתרוָָֹּּחֹוש  י)ָּ"סִּ ִּ ל  הִּ ָּת ְ ָּיב( ָּיח, עֱָָּּ–ם ֶ נ  ֶ ָּםל ָּש 

ינֵָּּ עֵּ ָּמֵּ ו  יל  יָּיֲאפִּ כִּ ְלא  מ   ָּ.םה 

This is the level called the ‘Secret 

Essence of Hashem, Above 

Revelation’, as in the verse (Tehillim 

18:12): “He (Hashem) makes 

darkness His hiding place”, 

showing how His Essence is hidden 

and beyond any revelation, and is 

therefore hidden even from the 

‘eyes’ of the angels; however the 

Jewish People are connected to that 

level of His Essence. 

ֵָּּ נ  מ ָּ"ָּהְוהִּ ְ ֹוָָּּע"ש  ירו ש  ֵּ ֹוןפ  נ ְָָּּלש  “ Now, the word ָּ:40הֲהב  ַמ  ְּ עש  -Hear” also 

means “understand”, so “ע מ  ְ  ש 

ל אֵּ ר  ש ְ  Hear Yisroel” also means-יִּ

“understand Yisroel”,  

ֹונֵָּּ ְתב  י ִּ ֶ ש  יָּןכ ְ כ ִּ ש ְ מ   ְתק ָּוְָָּּל,ה  ֹוָָּּעיִּ ְבת  ְחש   מ 

חֹוזֶָּ יָָּּק,ב ְ ֶָּעְליֹונִּ יח  נ ִּ הִּ ֶ יְךָּש  יָָּּםאֵּ ֹונִּ ְחת  ָּםְות 

ְהיוָֹּ י ""ָּתלִּ ינו ָָּּ–ָּהֲהו  .ָּ"ֱאלֹקֵּ ש  מ    מ 

Meaning, when an intelligent 

person will contemplate and think 

deeply and seriously about the fact 

that Hashem put aside the higher 

worlds and the lower worlds and 

chose to be: “  ה' ֱאלֵֹקינו-Hashem 

Himself is our G-d”, literally; 

מ ָּ ש   נ ְ ָָּּהְוה  ָָּּהי ְרד  קוָֹּמִּ לָּכ  ָּג  ָָּּםמ   ָּכ   ָּ–ְךָּבֹוה  

ֶלקֱָּאלֹוה  ָּ" ֹובָּלא,ָּב(ָּ"חֵּ י  קוָָֹּּ–ָּ)אִּ ְךָָּּםְלמ  נ מו 

ָָּּד,ְמאָֹּ ֹוְךֶָּנֶפש  ָּת  ש  ב ֵּ ְתל  י־ְלהִּ נִּ ו  י  חִּ  ָּת,ה 

 

and the Divine soul descended 

from such a lofty level, as “a 

portion of actual Divinity”, to an 

extremely low place, to become 

invested into the life-giving animal 

soul,  

 
לָּא'הָָּּ)ְרא40ֵָָָּּּּ אֵּ מו  ְ "ג,ָּי:ָָָָּּּּש  ך  ְבד ֶ ָּע  ע  מֵּ ֹ יָּש  רָּכ ִּ ב ֵּ ָּ.ָָּּ"ד   ירו ש  ֵּ ָָָּּּפ  ִּ ש  ץָּמ"יָָּּר  ק ֵּ מ ָּט,ָּטו:ָָּּמִּ ְ ש  וָָָֹּּּ–עָָּּת ִּ נ ָּןְָָּּלש  נ ָּהֲָָּּהב  ֲאז  ה.ְָּוה 

ֶלקָּגד.ְָּועוָֹּ רָּחֵּ ָּח,ָּבָּקלָּזֹה  ר  ד ְ אִּ ב  ָּאָּב   מ ָּא:ָּר  ְ לֹומ ָּע,ָּש  בֵָּּרָּכ ְ ב ָָּּן.ה  יתָּאאָּהו  ִּ אש  רֵּ הָּאֹורָּב ְ ֹור  ת  יָָּּ.אָּ,ב ְ אָָּּלְלעֵּ נ ש ֹ

סָּפָּ.דָּ,כ יְנח  ִּ הְָּמקֹומֹותָּ,פ  מ   ְבכ  ָּ(.אָּו 
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ָּ ֶ זֶָָּּרֲאש  ְכלֶָָּּתאוָֹּיֵָָּּּהל  ת ִּ ֶ ל יָּהש  ֹוָָּּואֵּ נ ְפש 

ָּ,ְורו חוָֹּ

therefore, it is proper that a 

person’s soul and spirit should 

yearn exceedingly to return to 

Hashem. 

ינ ָָּּיֲאז ָּ ְבחִּ ָּלִּ יע  ָּה'ָָּּתי ג ִּ ת ָּאֵּ ְבת   ה  "ְוא 

" נ  ָּ)ֱָּאלֶֹקיך  ֶאְתח  ָּה(ָּןו  ָּו, הו ָּ, ֶ ֹוע ָּ'ָּאש  ָּלפ 

ְרצֶָָּּ–ָּד'עֹומֵָּּ ת ִּ ֶ ְהיֶָָּּהש  י ִּ ֶ י הָָּּהש  "ֲהו 

 ;"ֱאלֶֹהיך ָּ

After this contemplation a person 

will then reach the level of “ ָּ ת  ַהבְּ אָּ -וְּ

and you will love  ֵָּאת ה' ֱאלֶֹקיך-

Hashem your G-d”, the word 

ְבת  ָּ“ ה   can have two different ”ְוא 

possible meanings, one of them is 

that it is an active commandment to 

the person: you should love and 

want to experience how Hashem is 

your G-d, 

םוְָּ ֹוע ָּ'ָּג  ש ֶָָּּ–ָּא'יֹוצֵָּּ לפ  ע  ֵּ ת  ֶ ֲהב ָָּּהש  א  ָּהה 

ְעל ָּ ָָּּ,הְלמ  ב תו  כ   ֶ ָּש  מֹו ָּב(כ ְ ָּא, י כִּ ְלא  :ָּ)מ 

יֶָּאְתֶכם" ְבת ִּ ה  רָּה'"ָּא  מ   .41א 

And it also has a second meaning, 

that it refers to the effect of the 

person’s contemplation, which is 

that it will cause Hashem to reveal 

His love to us from Above, as it is 

written (Malachi 1:2): “I have 

loved you (the Jewish People), says 

Hashem.”   

Meaning that Hashem shows His love to us in such a way that it awakens a 

reciprocal love in us for Him. 

ְתל הֵָּּ ת ִּ ֶ ָּש  ְיינו  ֲהב ָָּּבְוה  א  ָּב ְ ֹו ז  ָָּּהנ ְפש  ָּהע 

ֵָּּ פ  ְ ש  רִּ ְלֶהבֶָּ 42יכ ְ ָּש   ש  טֵָָּּּ,43תאֵּ ב   ָּלְלהִּ

This means that the person’s soul 

will become inflamed with a fiery 

burning love to become absorbed 

 
הֶָּאתָּה)"41ָּ ֲהב  ָּ"ְלא  ן ָּ)'ְוכֵּ נ  ָּ" ֶאְתח  ָּיגָּןו  ָּיא, יבָָּּ,(דְועוָֹּ. תִּ ָּכ ְ '"ְולֹא ָּכו  ֶָּלֱאהֹוב אָּ", רָּהו  יק   עִּ ָּה  י יְךָּכ ִּ ִּ ְמש  ְלה 

ת יא  ְקרִּ ֶעְליֹונ הָּב ִּ הָּה  ֲהב  א  ע־ה  מ  ְ ָָּּ–.ָּ"ש  ֹור   .  (,ָּגנורָּאוָֹּהָּת 

''לָּ" ז  תָּר  ש   ר  לֶָּדֶרךָּד ְ '"ָּ:ְוע  בָּכו  הֵּ ְתא  םָּמִּ יִּ מ  םָּש   ֵּ אָּש  הֵּ י ְ ֶ ֶָָּּ".ש  רָּש  לֹומ  ְבת  ָּ"כ ְ ה  א  יָָּּ"ו ְ ִּ יש  לִּ ְ ש  אָּלִּ לָּיֹוצֵּ ֹוע  ָּ,הו אָּפ 

ֶעְליֹונ ה הָּה  ֲהב  א  ְפעֹולֶָּאתָּה  ת ִּ ֶ ָּש  ְיינו  ה  יאָָָָּּּּ,ד ְ הִּ ֶ '"ש  יֶָּאְתֶכםָּכו  ְבת ִּ ה  ָָָּּּ",א  ֶֶפש  נ  יָּב   ו  יל  ינ תָּג ִּ חִּ ְהיֹותָּב ְ ֶָָָּּּ,לִּ י ''ה"ש  ָּ"ֲהו 

ְהֶיהָּ 'ָּ–"ֱָּאלֶֹקיך ָּ"יִּ ָּכו  ך  ְ ל  ֶ ָּש  ה  ְראֵָּּ.ָּג־בםָּפב,ָּש  ָָּּ."ֱאלֹוק  מ  ָּהָּו  ָּןְָּלק  יש  ֶרָָּּרֵּ ֶ  .'(קָּדפ 
ֵפ]42ָּ ִרש ְּ ְכת ָָּּי:כ ְּ ֵפָּ:1101דָּי ָּבָּב ִּ ִרש ְּ ָּ[.יב ְּ
סו ק)43ָּ לָּפ   יםָּע  ירִּ ִּ ש   ירָּה  ִּ  (ח,ָּוָּש 
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לֵָּּ יכ   ֲהב ָָּּלְולִּ א  ָּה  י ְָּידֵּ ל ָּע  אֹורֹו א ָָּּהב ְ ב   ָּהה 

ְעל ָּ ְלמ  בָָָָּּּּה,מִּ תו  כ   ֶ מֹוָּש  יםָּא,ָּז(כ ְ ירִּ ִּ ש   ירָּה  ִּ :ָּ)ש 

י" ִּ הָּנ ְפש  ֲהב  א  ֶ יָּש  ִּ הָּל  יד  ג ִּ  ָּ."ה 

in Hashem’s Light, this intense 

love is awakened in the person 

through a revelation of love from 

Hashem Above, as it is written 

(Shir Hashirim 1:7): “י ה ל ִּ ידָּ  tell-ַהג ִּ

to me (where to find) י ִּ ש  ה ַנפְּ ֲהבָּ אָּ ֶ -ש 

the one that my soul loves,”  

The word “ה יד  ג ִּ  and we are ,)נגיד( tell over” can also mean to draw down-ה 

interpreting the verse to mean that Hashem draws down into us the love of our 

souls for Him. 

ז ֶָּ ינ תָָָָּּּּהי ֲעלֶָָָּּּהו מִּ ְבחִּ ָּלִּ יע  כ ָּ"ְוי ג ִּ ָּ:"ְמֹאֶדך ָָָּּּלב ְ

לִָָּּּ–ָּד"ְמאָֹּ" יָּלְגבו ָּ־יב ְ ְכלִּ ֲהב ָָּּת,ְות  ָּהא 

ְעל ָּ מ  ְ ל  ֶ ע ָָּּהש  ד   ה   ָּת.מֵּ

From this a person will come to the 

level of loving Hashem “ כָּ  ֹאֶדךָּ   לב ְּ מְּ -

with all of your might”, the word 

“ אֹ  דמְּ -exceedingly/mightily” 

means without any limits or 

boundaries, a love of Hashem 

beyond all reason and logic. 

מ ָּ א  ֶ ָּש  וָָֹּּרְוֶזהו  י  ָּביָּב)אִּ ָּ(כב, ֶהָּ: ל  "ְמג 

ָּחו ֲָּעמ י נ ִּ ָּמִּ ךְָּוָֹּקֹות ֶ י ָָּּ,ש  ָּל אֹורָּיָּצֵָּּוָֹּו  א

ֶות" ְלמ   ,צ 

This is what the verse says (Iyov 

12:22): “He (Hashem) reveals deep 

things from darkness, and He 

takes out to light from the shadow 

of death.” 

ָּ ירו ש  ֵּ ָּפ  :ָָּּ י ְָּידֵּ ל ע  ֶ ל ֶָּש  ג  מ ְ ֶ ֹוָָּּהש  ב  לִּ ב ְ

נ ִָָּּּתֲעמו קוָֹּ" ךְָָּּימִּ ֶ ינ ָָּּ,"חֹוש  חִּ י ""ָּתב ְ ָּהֲהו 

ינו ָּ  ָּ",ֱאלֹקֵּ

 

Meaning: Through a person 

revealing in his heart “deep things 

from the dark”, meaning the level 

of deep love for “ ' ֱאלֵֹקינו  ויה -

Hashem Himself who is our G-d”,  

ינ תָּ חִּ ב ְ ֶָּ"מִּ ֶָּחָָֹּּתי ש  ְתרוָֹּש  ָּ",ְךָּסִּ which comes from the level of “He 

(Hashem) makes darkness his 

hiding place (for his Essence)”; 

יל ָּ ֵּ מ  ֹוכ ָָּּאָּמִּ ְךֲָּחש  ֵּ פ  ְתה  ָָּּאנִּ ְנהֹור  ָָּּא,לִּ then automatically this will 

transform the darkness of his 

animal soul into light,  
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ֹוצֵָּּ" י  וֶָָּּרָּל אוָָֹּּאיָּו  ְלמ  ינ ָָּּ–ָּת"צ  חִּ ָָּּתב ְ ר  ָּעה 

ְהָּ ֶ נ  ֶ ֹוָּש  נ ְפש  ב ְ ֶ 44ָּ.בְךְָּלטוָֹּפ  ָּש 

“and he (the person) will take out to 

light from the shadow of death” 

the bad of his animal soul which is 

now transformed into good. 

We see from all of this that by reaching a deeper appreciation and love for 

Hashem in Krias Shema than the love for Hashem he had in Pesukei Dezimra, 

this will totally nullify the ego of the animal soul and transform his unholiness 

into a deep love for Hashem that has to limits. 

 

ָּ)ו( Chapter 6 

ֵָּּ נ  ֹורוָָֹּּהְוהִּ ד  יָּתב   ֹונִּ אש  רִּ ָָֹּּםה  ל  ֶ י הָָּּאש  ה 

ָּ ר  ֹובֵָָּּּעה  הֶָָּּרג  ָָּּםב   ל ךְָּכ   י ָָּּ,כ   ָָּּהה  ָּםל הֶָָּּיד  

ֵָּּ ט  ָָּּלְלב  ר  ל  הֶָָּּעה  ֶ כ ָָֹּּםש  ֹכָּלמִּ ָּו  ָּ–ל

ת יא  ְקרִּ וָֹּ־ב ִּ ד  עְָּלב  מ  ְ  .ש 

Now, in the earlier generations 

where the bad of the animal soul 

wasn’t expressed so strongly, the 

recital of Shema (with the 

contemplation of its meaning) was 

enough to completely nullify the 

unholiness of their animal soul. 

ֵָָּּּאָּלָֹּ ת  ָָּּןכ  ְקבוָָֹּּהע  עִּ יח ָָּּתב ְ ִּ ָָּּא,ְמש  ר  ה  ֶ ָּעש 

ב ֵָּּ ְתג   ָָּּד,ְמאָָֹּּרָּמִּ ְלת ִּ בִּ לֹוָָּּרֶָּאְפש  ָָּּיו  ט ְ ְלב 

כ ָֹּ כָָֹּּלמִּ תָּלו  יא  ְקרִּ עב ִּ מ  ְ ָָּּ־ש  ה  ד   ְָּלב  זֹא, ָּתל 

מֹונֶָּ ְ ָּש  ְקנו  ההת ִּ רֵּ כוָָֹּּ־ֶעש ְ ר   ָּת.ב ְ

This is not the case now in the time 

called “the footsteps of Moshiach”, 

when the bad of the animal soul is 

very strongly expressed, it is now 

impossible to completely eradicate 

it’s unholiness with only the recital 

of Shema. For this reason our 

 
וןָּויגרשהוָּאבלָּקהתָּאתהפכאָּשבחי'ָּגר)אךָּלאָּדיָּלהפרידָּהרעָּקיצורָּמהצ"צָּ)נסמןָּלעיל(:ָּה:44ָָּּ

ופי'ָּכיָּאחדָּשייךָָּּ(,ר"מָּשופטי')שָּרמ"חָָּּ"וזהוָּע"יָּקָָּּ,שצריךָּלבטלוָּמכלָּהחרםָּ(היינוָּמקיףָּפנימיָּכו'

אחרָּשנבראוָּעולמיםָּכו'ָּאבלָּלגביָּמהו"עָּקודםָּשנבראוָּלאָּשייךָּאחדָּוזהוָּבחי'ָּהוי'ָּראשונהָּאלהינוָּ

ָּ(.צ"עָּדמ"הָּמשתמשי'ָּבוָּע'ָּשבועיתָּתקס"ב)דוקאָּמשא"כָּמלאכי'ָּכו'ָּמיָּגילהָּרזָּזהָּלבניָּ

ירדהָּכו'ָּאשרָּע"כָּוהנשמ'ָָּּמשעליוני'ָּותחתוני'ָּלהיותָּה'ָּאלקינוָּמָּחוהנהָּשמעָּהבנהָּאיךָּשהני

ומזהָּיבאָּלמאדךָּבליָָּּ,יאותָּואהבתָּפועלָּעומדָּפועלָּיוצאָּשתתלהבָּנפשוָּבאהבהָּהבא'ָּטלמעלה

המכווןָּכיָּלפיָּ)גלהָּעמוקו'ָּמניָּחשךָּסודָּהעליוןָּעי"זָּויוציאָּלאורָּצלמתָּאתהפכאָּחשוכאָּכו'ָָּּמָָּּ,גבול

לָּהעולמו'ָּחיצוני'ָּעי"זָּרקָּדק"שָּגלויָּפנימי'ָּאלהותוָּעי"זָּביטולָּהרעָּמכלָּמשא"כָּפסוד"זָּגילויָּמביטו

להפרידָּהרעָּעמ"שָּבעניןָּחצרָּחיצונ'ָּופנימי'ָּדבחצרָּהחיצונהָּכתי'ָּוהמןָּבאָּכו'ָּוגםָּב'ָּבירורי'ָּהנ"לָּ

 (.ע"דָּמ"שָּבעניןָּמיםָּחייםָּלטהרתָּטמאָּמתָּכעניןָּזדונותָּכזכיותָּע'ָּאגה"ק



 

LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH  30 

Sages instituted the 18 blessings of 

Shemona Esrai. 

ךְָּ"ו ָּ רו  ֹוןָּאָּהו ָָּּ"ב  ע ְָָּּלש  פ   ְ ש  כ ָָּּהה  ְמש   “ The word ָּה,ְוה  רו ךְּ ב ָּ  -blessed” is also an 

expression meaning bestowing and 

drawing down from Above,  

י ִּ ְקש  ְָּמב  נו  א  ֶ ךָּםש  ְמש   יו  ֶ פ  ָָּּש  ְ ָּעְויו ש 

ָּ ינ ת חִּ ת  ָּ"ב ְ י ָּ"ָּח,ְלנֹוכ ָָּּ–ָּה"א  ָּהֲהו 

ינו ָּ ָּ–"ֱאלֹהֵּ

meaning that when we say a ָּ ר  הָּב ְ כ  -

blessing using the phrase “ ת  ָּב  ָּ ְךָּא  ָָּּהָּרו 

י ָּ ינו ֱָּאלֹהֵָָָּּּּהֲהו  -blessed/drawn down are 

you Hashem our G-d”, we are 

actually requesting that there 

should be drawn down and 

bestowed upon us so that  “ '  ויה

 Hashem Himself who is our-ֱאלֵֹקינו  

G-d” should be revealed directly to 

us, so that when we say “you” to 

Hashem we should feel how that 

“you” in “ ינו ָּויה ֱָּאלֹקֵּ ' -Hashem 

Himself is our G-d”; i.e. that our 

connection to Hashem’s Essence 

should be revealed. 

ְהיֶָּ י ִּ ֶ וָּהש  ל  ְתג   הִּ ָּב ְ נו  נָּתב   ב ֵּ יל ָָּּ,ו ָּלִּ ֵּ מ  מִּ ָּאו 

ָָּּלְיבו ט  ָּ ר  כ ָָֹּּעה  כָָֹּּלמִּ ו ָָּּלו  יט  בִּ ךְָָּּלכ ְ ֶ חֹוש   ה 
''ָּ,כּו'  נ    ל.כ  

Meaning, that in Shemona Esrai we 

are asking that our love for Hashem’s 

Essence should be revealed in our 

hearts, and then automatically the 

unholiness of the animal soul will be 

totally nullified, like darkness is 

dispelled by light, as explained 

above. 

ְרכ  ָּ ְבבִּ יָּ"ל נו ָָּּחְסל ָּ"ָּתו  נֵָָּּּןאֵּ ְ פ  ָּמִּ ֹו ירו ש  ֵּ ָּיפ 

ְרא ָּ ָּ־תיִּ עֹוֶנש  ְסל ָָּּ,ה  י ִּ ֶ יָּחש  בִּ ְ ש  ָּב ִּ ָּלל נו 

ָֹּ ל  ֶ סָּאָּש  ָּח  נו  ָּאֹות  לֹום־י ֲענֹוש  ָּ;ְוש  

When we reach the blessing of 

“Please pardon us Hashem”45, we 

aren’t asking forgiveness because 

we are afraid of the punishment, 

that He should forgive us so that 

He will not punish us G-d forbid; 

 
45 The sixth blessing of Shemona Esrai. 
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וָֹּ ירו ש  ֵּ ָּפ  ְך ְמש  ָָּּ:א  ָָּּלכ ִּ ד  ָָּּםא  ש  ק ֵּ ב  מ ְ ה 

יל  ָּ ְָּמחִּ ירֹו ֲחבֵּ יח ָָּּהמֵּ ְסלִּ ל ֶָָּּה,ו  ְתג   י ִּ ֶ ָּהש 

ל י ָּאֵּ ְתעֹוְררו ָָּּוְרצֹונֹו ָּהִּ י ְָּידֵּ ל ָּתע 

נו תוָֹּ ְחמ   –ָּר 

Rather the explanation of why are 

asking forgiveness is as follows: 

This is like a person who askes 

forgiveness and pardon from his 

friend so that his friend’s good will 

and favor should be expressed to 

him. This is accomplished by 

arousing his friend’s mercy. 

ֵָּּ יָּןכ  ִּ ְקש  ְָּמב  ְחנו  ו ָָּּםֲאנ  ל  ְתג   לָָּּתהִּ ָּע  ְרצֹונֹו

יָּ ים"ְידֵּ ֲחמִּ ר  ֹותָּה  ד   ָּ",י''גָּמִּ

So too, we ask forgiveness from 

Hashem so that His good will and 

favor should be expressed to us, 

and we accomplish that through 

calling on Hashem’s “13 

Attributes of Mercy.” 

ָּ ְקר  ָָּּאְָּונִּ ֹון ְלש  ָָּּג''"יב ִּ ְרְסמֹונ ָָּּאָּנ ֲהר  ָּאֲאפ 

ְכי ָּ  ,46א"ד 

These “13 Attributes of Mercy” are 

also called “13 rivers of scented 

pure oil” 

י ְררִּ ְמב  יָּםה  נִּ ב ְ ְמל  יהֶָָּּםו  ֶָָּּםֲעֹונֹותֵּ ָּלש 

אֵָּּ ר  ש ְ ס ָָּּאְָּולָָֹּּל,יִּ ָּמ  ְהיו  ייִּ יָּםכִּ ילִּ ְבד ִּ ָּןמ 

ו ָּ ל  ְתג   הִּ ְך.ָּתב ְ רֵּ ְתב    ְרצֹונֹוָּיִּ

which purify and clean the sins of 

the Jewish People, so that there 

should not be any barriers (from 

sin) blocking out the revelation of 

His Will and good favor. 

ֵָּּ נ  יָּלֱאלו ָָּּיְימֵָָּּּהְוהִּ דִּ ח  ְתעֹוְררו ָָּּםְמיו  ָּתְלהִּ

ים" ֲחמִּ ר  ֹותָּה  ד  ְביוָָֹּּ;"י''גָּמִּ י־םו  רִּ ו  פ  כ ִּ ָּםה 

ו ָָּּאהו ָּ ל  ְתג   צוָָֹּּתהִּ ר   ,ןה 

Now, the days of the month of Elul 

are a special time to awaken the 

“13 Attributes of Mercy”, so that 

by the time Yom Kippur comes 

Hashem’s good will and favor can 

be fully revealed to the person, 

עֵָּּ ָּב ְ מֹו אֵָָּּּתכ ְ ר  ש ְ ָּיִּ ְטאו  ח  ֶ גֶָּב  ָָּּלש  ָּ,לָּעֵּ

ֵָּּ ש   ְתב   יח ָָָּּּםל ה47ֶָָּּרנִּ יוָָֹּּהְסלִּ י־םב ְ ו רִּ פ  כ ִּ ָּם,ה 

just like when the Jewish People 

sinned by making the golden calf, 

that after doing Teshuva they were 

 
ו ם:ָּנ ֲהרֹותָָּּ)  46 ְרג  ְרְסמֹוןָּז ךְָּת   יהְָָּּראֵָּּ.ֲָָּּאפ  ֲענִּ ָּרָָּּזֹוה ָּתָּכה,ָּא.ָָּּת   ש  ד  דָּגתָּעו,ָָּּרו ָָָּּּח  מו  הָּאֹור.ָָּּסֹוףָּע  ֹור  מ ָָָּּּת  רו  הָּת ְ

 .(דְועוָֹּפא,ָּא.ָּ
ְכת ָּ)47ָּ רו    :1101דָּי ָּבָּב ִּ ְּ ש   ב    [.ִנתְּ
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ו ָָּּאהו ָָּּזא ָָּּיכ ִָּּ ל  ְתג   צוָָֹּּתהִּ ר   informed on Yom Kippur that 48ָּן.ה 

they were forgiven, since that day 

is a time when His good will is fully 

expressed (after Teshuva). 

Similarly, after removing all the barriers blocking out that good will through 

the Teshuva of Elul and Rosh Hashana, we experience the revelation of 

Hashem’s good will and love to us on Yom Kippur. 

 

ָּ)ז( Chapter 7 

ֵָּּ נ  הֲָָּּהְוהִּ ינ תָּא  חִּ ב  ָּ־הב ָּב ְ ''ָּהר  נ   ינ ָָּּל,ה  חִּ ָּתב ְ

כ ָּ" יָָּּ",ְמֹאֶדך ָָּּלב ְ ֶיֶתָָּּאָּהִּ אֵָָּּּרב ְ עוָָֹּּתש ְ ָּז,ו 

ְעל ָּ ְָּלמ  ה   ְגב ֵּ ֲהב ָָּּהה  א  מ ָָּּתמֵּ ש   נ ְ ָּםֶטֶרָָּּהה 

ֹוא ָּ ָּב  ה־ל עֹול םָּה  ז ֶ  .ה 

Now, this level of great love for 

Hashem described above, which is 

“ כָּ  ֹאֶדךָּ ל ב ְּ מְּ -with all your 

might/unlimited”, is much loftier 

and more powerful, above and 

beyond the love that the Divine 

soul had for Hashem before it came 

into this world, 

יָּ א ָָּּאְוהִּ ְוק ָָּּהב   ָָּּלע ָָּּאד   ְררו ָָּּיְידֵּ ְתב   ָּתהִּ

ָּ י־ֶנֶפש  נִּ ו  י  חִּ ו ָָּּתה  יט  בִּ ָָּּלו  ר  ָָּּעה  ה  ב   ֶ  ,ש 

and it comes specifically through 

refining the life-giving animal soul 

and nullifying the bad in it, 

תו ב כ   ֶ ָּש  מֹו ל ֶָּ"ָּ:כ ְ נ ִָָּּּ–ָּתֲעמו קוָָֹּּהְמג  ָּימִּ

ךְָּ ֶ חיִָּּ"כְָּו ָָּּ",חֹוש  ָּה  ן ָּמִּ אֹור ָּה  ְך"וְָֹּתרֹון ֶ ָּש 

ָּ ָּיג( ָּב, ְוק ָּ)ֹקֶהֶלת ֵאר ּוְכמֹו ָּא.ד   ִנְתּבָ ֶ ָמקֹום ש  ּבְ
 . 49ַאֵחר

as it is written (Iyov 12:22): “He 

reveals deep things (deeper love for 

Hashem) from the darkness (of the 

animal soul),” and like it says 

(Koheles 2:13): “the advantage of 

light is when it comes from 

(transformed) darkness,” 

specifically. 

 
48ָָּּ ינוָּששיחאָּא"אָּלבטלוָּבק"שָּלבדהָּרקָּמבקשי'ָּעלָּנפמבעקבותָָּּ:וקיצורָּמהצ"צָּ)נסמןָּלעיל(:

בדילָּמוסלחָּלנוָּשלאָּיהי'ָּמסךָָָָּּּּת(שָּבעניןָּהברכו"עמ)לָּיומשךָּבגילויָָּּ"הוי'ָּאלקינוָּסודָּהנברוךָּאתהָָּּ

ָּ.כו'ָּאלולָּיוכ"פָּגלויָּי"גָּמדה"ר
ו ָּהְָּראֵָּּ)49ָּ יד  אםָּעִָּּרָּסִּ ָּ.("חָּיט,ָּאד 
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ָּיְָּ ית ְכלִּ ָּת   מ ְָּוֶזהו  ש   נ ְ ָּה  ת יד  עֹול ָָּּהרִּ ־םב  

ז ֶָּ ָָּּ–ָּהה  רֵּ ב ֵָָּּּרְלב  ָָּּןו ְלל  ר  ב  ָָּּעה  ֶ ָּנ ֶָּש  ־ֶפש 

י ֲהמִּ ב   ָָּּתה  ְכדֵּ ֲהב ָָּּיב ִּ ְָּלא  יע  ג ִּ ת   ֶ ב  ָּ־הש  ָּהר 

 .זוָֹּ

This is the purpose of the descent 

of the Divine soul into this world- 

to refine and clean out the bad of 

the animal soul, in order that the 

Divine soul should reach this 

greater love for Hashem. 

יאו ָּ ב ָָּּרו בֵּ ד   ְהיוָָֹּּר:ה  ֶרָָּּתב ִּ ֹ ש   ֶ ָָּּשש  ־ֶנֶפש 

י נִּ ו  י  חִּ יָָּּתה  ג ָָּּאהִּ ְדרֵּ ְָּמאָָֹּּהמ  בֹוה   מֹוָָּּד,ג  כ ְ

בָּ תו  כ   ֶ ל ָּש  ְ ש  י ִּ ָּלו,ָּלא(ָּח)ו  יםָָּּ: ל כִּ מ ְ ֶהָּה  ל  "ְואֵּ

ר ָמְלכּו  ֶ ֶאֶרץֱָּאדֹוםֲאש  ֶָּמֶלְךָָּּ,ב ְ ְך ְפנֵּיְָּמל  לִּ

ל" אֵּ ר  ש ְ ְבנֵּיָּיִּ   ;לִּ

The explanation of this: Since the 

source of the life-giving animal soul 

is from a very high level, as it is 

written (Bereishis 36:31): “And 

these are the kings who ruled in the 

land of Edom, before there was a 

ruling king for Children of 

Yisroel.” 

Edom is another name for Eisav, Yaakov’s brother, who represents the World 

of Tohu as opposed to Yaakov who represents the World of Tikkun.  

The World of Tohu is a level of Hashem’s revelation where the Light is 

unlimited and infinitely intense, but the “Keilim-Vessels”- the capacity to 

define that Light and channel it- was not able to handle the intensity of the 

Light, and the Keilim “broke down” and became the source for unholiness.  

The World of Tikkun is a level of Hashem’s revelation where the Light is 

limited to the capacity of the “Keilim-Vessels”, i.e. to be channeled properly, 

but the Light is inherently limited to the capacity of those “Keilim”, as opposed 

to the Light of Tohu that has no such limitation.  

Because Eisav/Edom is connected to the World of Tohu, that is why he had so 

much energy, but couldn’t contain it properly and broke down into channeling 

all of his energy into unholiness.  

Yaakov who is connected to the World of Tikkun was able to properly channel 

all his energy into holiness. 

This is the idea of saying that the animal soul comes from the “kings of Edom 

before the Children of Yisroel”: The animal soul derives its life in its original 

source from the World of Tohu. This is why it has so much passion and energy 

but has a very hard time channeling it into holiness. This World of Tohu is 

called “the kings of Edom”, meaning the strength and power of the source of 

Eisav/Edom in the World of Tohu. This is called “before there was a ruling 
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king for the Children of Yisroel”, since the Light of Tohu is on a higher level, 

“before”, the level of Tikkun, which is called “a ruling king for the Children of 

Yisroel”, since Yisroel/Yaakov and his children are sourced in the World of 

Tikkun. 

ָּ נ  ְפל ָָּּקר  ֶ ָָּּהש  יר  בִּ ְ ש  י־תב ִּ לִּ ֵּ כ  ָּ–ָּםה 

י רִּ ֵּ ֶהְסת  יוְָָּּםב ְ ב ִּ ָּר  ים מִּ ְמצו  ֶָָּּם,צִּ ס  כ  מ ְ ֶ ָּהש 

י ְסת ִּ מ  חו ָָָּּּרו  ין־סֹוףָָּּראוָָָֹּּּדיִּ אָָָּּּאֵּ ְך־הו  רו   ;ב  

Even though the source of the animal 

soul in Tohu is very high, but it fell 

down through the “breaking of the 

Keilim/Vessels”, and through 

many levels of concealment and 

constriction on Hashem’s 

revelation, which cover over and 

conceal the True Oneness of 

Hashem’s Infinite Light, i.e. they 

conceal the perception of Hashem’s 

True Oneness, that He is the only 

True Existence, as explained 

previously in the maamar. 

ָָּּןְול כֵָּּ ֶ ֲאש  ָָּּרכ   רֵּ ְתב   ָָּּרנִּ ְפר  ינ ָָּּדְונִּ חִּ ָָּּתב ְ ר  ָּעה 

ָּ ֶָּנֶפש  י ְָּידֵּ ל ָּע  ה  ב   ֶ י־ש  ֱאלֹהִּ ֵָָּּּת,ה  מ  ָּאיל ָּמִּ

ֲהב ָּ ְָּלא  יע  ג ִּ ב  ָּ־הת  ''ָּהר  נ   ֶיֶתָָּּלה  אֵָָּּּרָּב ְ ָּתש ְ

מֹוָּקֹוֶדָּ ָָּּםכ ְ ה  ת  יד   ָּ.ְירִּ

Therefore, when the bad of the 

animal, created by all these levels of 

concealment, will be sorted out and 

removed through the Divine soul, 

automatically it will reach this 

level of great love for Hashem 

described above, that it receives 

from the source of the  animal soul 

from the World of Tohu, with a 

much greater intensity than it had 

before it descended into this world. 

ָּ כ"ְוֶזהו  ב ְ ןָּה  ב ֵּ י הָּה  יא ָּוְָֹּוה  נִּ ְ  This is the meaning of the verse ָּה":רָּל ש  

quoted at the beginning of the 

maamar (Devarim 21:15) “and it 

shall be that the first son will be 

born to the wife he does not like,”  

ְוק ָּ ד   ֶ ָָּּאש  ֶֶפש  נ  י־מִּ ֲהמִּ ב   יָָּּתה  הִּ ֶ ָּאש 

א ָּ נו  ָּ–הש ְ

meaning that specifically through 

the animal soul which is connected 
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to unholiness which is hated by 

Hashem- 

י ָּ" ב ֵָָָּּּּהְוה  כוָָָֹּּּןה  ב ְ ְךֶָּמֶלְך".ָָּּ–"ָָּּרָּה  יְָּמל  ְפנֵּ ָּ"לִּ the Divine soul “will give birth to 

the ‘first-born’ son”, meaning that 

it is also connected to the higher 

level of Tohu referred to as “before 

there was a ruling king to the 

Children of Yisroel”, in addition to 

its own innate love for Hashem from 

the World of Tikkun. 

The animal soul contains an element of unholiness which is “hated” by 

Hashem, but is also called the “first-born” since in its ultimate source it derives 

from the World of Tohu which is “before” Tikkun, just like Eisav was born 

before Yaakov.  

Now, just like Yaakov was ultimately able to receive that first-born birth-right 

from Eisav (see Parshas Toldos), and come out with his own level of Tikkun 

together with the adavantage of Eisav’s source in Tohu, so too, every Jew’s 

Divine soul is able to refine and elevate the animal soul so that it receive from 

it a love for Hashem on the level of Tohu, in addition to the natural love it has 

from Tikkun.  

This is what it means that “the first-born son will be to the wife he doesn’t 

like”, meaning that through the animal soul which has an aspect he dislikes and 

therefore works with, his Divine soul achieves a love for Hashem on from the 

level of Tohu referred to as the “the first-born son” since Tohu is higher and 

“before” Tikkun. 

ֵָּּ נ  יא ָּ"ָּהְוהִּ נִּ ְ יָּה"ל ש   תִּ 'ָּבכ ְ יו  ֹוןָּד,'ב ְ ְָּלש 

ב ָּ" חֵָָּּּרד   ָּה ָָּּ–ר"ָּא  ְיינו  ינ ָָּּרְָּוה   ָּ–ָּיסִּ

Now the word “ יאָּ  נִּ ְּ הַלש   -to the one 

that is hated” is spelled with a  'י 

(after the 'נ) instead of how it is 

usually spelled with a ָּ'ו ( נ ְ הא ָּו ָּל ש   ), 

this is coming to teach us 

something new, that it is also a 

reference to Mount  ַינ יסִּ -Sinai 

which is spelled similar to the word 

יא ָּ נִּ ְ הש    with a 'י.  
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The reference to Mount Sinai is to teach us that “ יא ָּ נִּ ְ הש   -hatred” mentioned here 

is also referring to the hatred that we feel for unholiness. Our hatred for 

unholiness will help us reveal the potential love for Hashem of Tohu contained 

in the animal soul. 

This connection to Mount Sinai is our Sages explained (Shabbos 89b): “Why 

is the name of the mountain the Torah was given on called ָּ ינ יסִּ -Sinai? 

ֶָּ ָּ"ש  ְנא ָָּּהי  ְרד  ָּבְָּעוָֹּלְָָּּהש ִּ ָּדֵּ יםָּי בִּ ֹוכ  כ 

ז  לֹות מ   ָּ–50ָּ"ו 

Because from the Torah we have 

the power to have “ יאָּ  נִּ ְּ הש   -hatred” 

for the unholiness associated with 

the other nations of the world (and 

our own animal soul which is similar 

to the souls of the nations of the 

world),” 

ְמאוָֹּ ָָּּסָּלִּ ר  יָּעה  ְכלִּ ת  ָָּּלע ָָּּתב ְ ו ָָּּיְידֵּ ל  ְתג   ָּתהִּ

צוָֹּ ר  ֲהב ָָּּןה  ְעל ָָּּהְוא  מ  ְ ל  ֶ ע ָָּּהש  ד   ה  51ָּ: .תמֵּ

meaning, we receive the power to 

completely despise the bad of our 

animal soul through revealing the 

desire and love for Hashem which 

is beyond all logic and reason when 

we say Shema, this will help unlock 

the potential love of Hashem from 

Tohu in our animal soul. 

We thus have another twist on how to interpret the verse: “and it shall be that 

the first-born son will be born ‘ יא ָּ נִּ ְ הל ש   -to the one that is hated’,” meaning that 

the love from Tohu, called the ‘first-born son’, will come to us through “hating” 

the animal soul’s connection to unholiness.  

 
וָֹּ)50ָּ עֹול ָּתְָּלֻאמ  תָּפט,ָּב.ָּםה  ב    (.ש  
מאהבתָּהנשמהָּטרםָּבואהָּוהנהָּאה"רָּהנ"לָּמאדךָּהגבהָּלמעלהָּקיצורָּמהצ"צָּ)נסמןָּלעיל(:ָּז:51ָָּּ

כיָּהחיוני'ָּשרשהָּמאלהָּהמלכי'ָּרקָּנפלָָּּ,לעה"זָּובא'ָּע"יָּבירורָּנפשָּהחיוני'ָּמגלהָּעמוקו'ָּמניָּחשך

כָּ"בןָּהבכורָּכו'ָּכיָּהיוָּלפניָּמלוךָּמלךָּלבנ"יָּלכןָּעשוָּגָּ'בשבה"כָּוע"יָּבירורָּתגיעָּלשרש'ָּוהיינוָּוה

פטרָּרחםָּשפותחָּהרח"םָּלהיותָָָּּּ'רָּנקכיָּהבכוָָּּ,הי'ָּבכורָּוכןָּיצה"רָּמקדיםָּליצ"טָּלפתחָּחטאתָּרובץ

ךָּע"יָּכחָּעליוןָּביותרָּהמחברָּההעלםָּוהגלויָּע"דָּקי"סָּע"יָּעתיקאָּכו'ָּהפךָּמשלידהָּשכלָּלידהָּוגלויָּנ

יםָּליבשהָּכו'ָּוכחָּזהָּשרשוָּמבחי'ָּלפניָּמלוךָּמלךָּרקָּבשבה"כָּנעשהָּעשוָּוכןָּנה"בָּכו'ָּולכןָּרצהָּ

קָּיעקבָּנטלָּהבכורהָּע"יָּנה"בָּשבוָּיצחקָּלברךָּעשוָּובאמתָּעשוָּא"אָּלהתבררָּהחרםָּתחרימםָּר

וב"ןָּחלקָּפשיטותוָּמ"הָּוהבכור'ָּדס"גָּכיָּהנה"אָּונה"בָָָּּּה"משנלקה'ָּמבחי'ָּהנ"לָּוזהוָּשיטולָּפיָּשניםָּ

 .ש"טָּעניןָּחויאָּפותחָּהרחםָּכו'ָּע"וזהוָּדקטילָּלחויאָּכמבוארָּבזהרָּח"גָּדרמָּ,נעשוָּלאחדי'
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This ‘hatred’ to unholiness happens automatically by awakening an essential 

love for Hashem in Shema, since love and hatred are corresponding opposites, 

the more one loves his friend the more he hates someone who hates his friend, 

similarly, the deeper one loves Hashem, the more he hates unholiness which is 

opposed to Hashem. Thus, by loving Hashem we are ‘hating’ unholiness and 

this is what unlocks the tremendous potential of the animal soul to love Hashem 

on the level of Tohu. 

                                                                                                             

 

 

Summary and Lessons from the Maamar52 

1- The Parsha starts out by describing the laws of war, and that if 
someone captures a woman in war, he cannot marry her without 
her converting first. However, if he marries her because of her 
appearance he will end up not liking her. If he marries her after 
she converts and then he marries another native Jewish wife, he 
make come to the following dilemma: His wife that he does not 
like (because he married her with the wrong intentions) gives 
birth to a son, and then his second wife that he likes (because he 
married her for the correct intentions) gives birth to a son. He 
wants to give the birth-right of double portion of inheritance to 
the son of his second wife, but the fact is that his first wife that 
he doesn’t like gave birth to a son first, which son gets the birth-
right of a double portion? The verse says: “and it shall be that 
the first son will be born to the wife he does not like, (and 
therefore he must give that son the double portion of 
inheritance)”. What is the implication that specifically the wife 
he does not like will give birth to his first-born son, why does it 
seem that the Torah is saying that this is what should happen? 

 
52  The summary and lessons here are based on the summary of the maamar written 

by the Tzemach Tzedek in Or Hatorah Devarim, vol. 6, pages 2,357-8. We will 

therefore follow his style of summary for this maamar as opposed to our usual 

question and answer format followed by lessons. 
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To understand this, we need to understand the difference 
between the animal soul and the Divine soul:  

The animal soul comes from a high level, from the angels (and 
even higher), but it came down through many processes that 
conceal Hashem’s revelation from it and cause it to change its 
highly spiritual nature. This causes that when it comes into this 
world it is mixed together of good (holy potential) and bad 
(unholy desires). 

2- The Divine soul comes to the person directly from Hashem 
without changing its essential Divine nature of connection to 
Hashem, like it says “He (Hashem) breathed into man a soul of 
life”, like someone directly blowing from his innermost life into 
something. From the perspective of the Divine it would not be 
possible in any way for a Jew to sin against Hashem since it sees 
the truth of Hashem’s Oneness and Presence directly; it is only 
because the animal soul covers it over that a person is able to sin. 

3- The fact that the Divine soul came into the animal soul is in order 
to refine it and transform its “darkness” into Light of Divine 
revelation. This is the meaning of the name “ אֵָּּ ר  ש ְ ליִּ -Yisrael”, 
since the word ֵָּּא ר  ש ְ ליִּ  comes from the word ר  ruler, like it says-ש  
in the verse: “because you have ָּ רִּ ית ָּש   -ruled over י םֱאלֹהִּ -angels 
and ים ִּ people and were able to overcome them.” The termָָּּ-ֲאנ ש 
“ י םֱאלֹהִּ -angels” here is referring also to the bad feelings and 
character traits of the animal soul, and the term ים ִּ  people-ֲאנ ש 
here is also referring to the bad thoughts of the animal soul; thus 
the verse is saying that a Jew’s Divine soul has the power to 
overcome and rule the thoughts and feelings of the animal soul 
and transform them to holiness through prayer. 

4- If the animal soul was on a high spiritual level originally, why 
did Hashem send him down and make him un-spiritual so that 
the Divine soul would need to come into him and elevate him? 
The answer to this will be understood by first explaining the 
concept of prayer which is described in the Zohar as a “battle”: 
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The first part of the “battle” is Pesukei Dezimra, where a Jew 
thinks deeply about the greatness of Hashem, how He creates 
and gives life to everything. This creates a feeling of love for 
Hashem, and a certain amount of repulsion to unholiness which 
opposes Hashem. 

5- However, it doesn’t completely remove the animal soul’s desire 
for unholiness, since the person still feels that s/he still exists 
and has the right to want things, its just that Hashem is much 
greater and it makes to make Hashem a higher priority than 
other desires, but doesn’t remove the possibility of other desires. 
But when a Jew says Krias Shema and contemplates on 
Hashem’s True Oneness, how He is the only real existence at all 
and all unholiness and ego is totally fake and the opposite of 
reality, this will allow the person to have a deep love for Hashem 
that will totally negate any room for unholiness and ego. 

6- Nowadays, we also have the 18 blessings of Shemona Esrai, so 
that the deep connection to Hashem’s Oneness that we 
contemplated in Shema should be fully revealed in our animal 
soul. This is because the idea of bracha-blessing is to draw down 
and reveal Hashem to a level we can relate to directly. 

7- Now we can come to answer the question asked at the 
beginning: Because the animal soul is rooted in the World of 
Tohu where the Light is unlimited, when we refine the animal 
soul and bring it to really love Hashem through Pesukei 
Dezimra, Shma, and Shemona Esrai, this connects our Divine 
soul a love of Hashem from Tohu that it didn’t have in it’s source 
in Atzilus (Tikkun). This is the meaning of “the first-born son”- 
meaning the Light and love of Tohu- comes to us through 
transforming the once “hated” animal soul, by getting the 
animal soul to hate unholiness through teaching him to love 
Hashem. 
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Sponsored by: 

Rabbi Roberto and Margie Szerer, 

in loving memory of 

Gladys Szerer-Sarah Bat Shalom Z''L 

Victor Sasson-Victor Chayim Ben Saul Z’’L 

Enrique Szerer-Hersh Ben Aryeh Meyer HaCohen Z’’L 

Andrea Szerer-Leah Bat Chayim HaCohen Z’’L 

*** 

שיחי׳  לזכות הרה״ח הרה״ת ר׳ ישעי׳ זושא 
  ווילהעלם

  לרגל הכנסתו לשנת הששים

  ולזכות אשתו מרת אסתר תחי׳

שיצליחו בכל מעשה ידיהם באושר עושר וכבוד  
נחת רוח חסידי מכל יוצאי חלציהם בטוב הנראה  

  והנגלה

*** 

 לזכות שנת הצלחה לפייגא בת חיענא וכל משפחתה בגו"ר 

*** 

  לע"נ

מענדל שיחי' הת' אברהם חיים בן ר' מנחם   

אב -ליום היארצייט כ"ח מנחם  

 רחל לאה בת ר' חיים משה שיחי' הכהן  
 ליום היארצייט ט' אלול


